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HE biographer who attempts to write 

* American hves, will find their charac- 
ters very complex, and of difficult difſeCtion. 
DoQor BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, the ſubject 
of the preſent memoirs, affords a ſtriking 
inſtance of the propriety of this remark. 


In him we may diſcern both the ſaga- 
cious philoſopher, and the ſubtle politt- 

cian :—well verſed in the mazes of human 

life, he knew the beſt means of rendering 
| the virtues and vices, the infirmities and fol- 
les of mankind ſubſervient to his own pur- 
poles. Poſleſling naturally a deep and diſ- 
tin& perception, his judgment led him to 
ſoar above the prejudices of vulgar minds, 
and to look down, as from an eminence, on 
| thoſe who were confined by modes of edu- 
cation, ſyſtems of faith, or political inſti- 
tutions. Being ſelf-taught, and free from 
B the 


Py 

the authority of great names, he boldly in- 
veſtigated every objett of the creation, drew 
| his deductions from the phenomena, and 
thought for himſelf. This produced an 
attive, vigorous intelle& ; a mode of rea- 
b ſoning concile, clear, and convincing. This 
| 


| wonderful man, who ſurprized the ſchools, 
| and became the admiration of the people, 

| was born at Boſton, in the State of Maſla- 

chuſets, in the year 1705. His father was 

a tallow-chandler, and the ſon ſerved an ap- 

* prenticeſhip to a printer 1n that city. This 

occupation led him to the purſuit of know- 

ledge; and in theſe younger years he mani- 

felled a love for ſcience, and a particular at- 

tachment to ſubjects of a philoſophical na- 

ture; of which his letters to'Sir Hans Sloane 

are an evident teſtimony. 20 

There have been different motives aſlon- 

ed for his leaving Boſton, and going to 

Philadelphia; ſome have thought it was a 

love intrigue ; but others ſay, that, having 

attacked the condudt of the General Court 

in ſome anonymous ſatyrical pieces, and 

being diſcovered, he was obliged to fly from 

his native country, to avoid the conſe- 

quences. However, his removal was the 

means 
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WF-2 
means of introducing him to a wider ſphere 
of ation, and gradually placed him in a 
more reſpectable ſituation ; though, at his 
firſt appearance in Pennſylvania, he was 
glad to get work as a journeyman printer; in 
which employ he exhibited a great example 
of frugality and induſtry. Theſe virtues 
ſoon enabled him to commence buſineſs for 
himſelf. He began with printing Primers, 


Pfalters, and Spelling-books, for which 


' there was a great demand in this infant 


country. At length he purchaſed, from its 
original proprietor, the Pennſylvania Ga- 
zette, the oldeſt paper in that province, It 
was 1n this -paper, and an almanac, which 
he annually publiſhed, that the ſuperiority 
of his genius firſt burſt forth from its hum- 
ble obſcurity, and diſplayed talents which 
have ſince aſtoniſhed the world. 

Mr. Franklin was now the admired editor 


_ of the Pennſylvania Gazette, and met with - 


the warm encouragement of his fellow-citt- 
zens. About this time he gained a valuable 
friend in the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield. 


This gentleman was then in the prime of life, 


pollelſed of all the charms and powers of 


oratory requiſite to influence the paſſions, 


Be and 
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and captivate the hearts of the multitude. 


He was preaching throughout North Ame- 


rica with great applauſe and ſucceſs, and 
had juſt compoſed a volume of ſermons, and 
alſo collated from Dr. Watts and others a 
hymn-book for the uſe of his followers, 
who were become very numerous. _ 

Mr. Whitefield gave the copy of theſe to 
Mr. Franklin, who publiſhed them, and they 
had a rapid and extenſive ſale, the profits 


of which enabled him to enlarge his buſi- 


neſs to conſiderable advantage. 

In proceeding on theſe memoirs, I would 
| chuſe to view Mr. Franklin at firſt in the 
amiable part of his character, as a' philoſo- 


pher and benefator to mankind : it will 


then be time enough to reverſe the medal, 
and to contemplate the ſhades and obſcuri- 
ties of his condutt as a politician. 


Being now firmly ſettled in the printing 


buſineſs, no man could pay to it greater at- 


. tention ; and his prudence 1n pecuniary af- 


fairs was ſuch, that he ſoon acquired, what 
any tradeſman might conſider, a compe- 


tency. All the leiſure time he could ſpare 


from other avocations, was ſpent in the ac- 
quiſition of knowledge, and in his favourite 


ſtudy 


( 9g 1 
ſtudy of natural philoſophy. Ever fond to 


be accounted a man of letters, he even ap- 


plied himſelf to the acquirement of the Latin 
and French languages after he had arrived 


to manhood, and, by an unwearted perſeve- 


rance, accompliſhed his purpoſe. It may | 


| be juſtly obſerved, that Pennſylvania has 

exceeded any other part of America in the 
number of its literary and charitable inſtitu- 
tions; and ſeveral of them were firſt ſug- 


geſted and promoted by Mr. Franklin. He 
was the principal agent in the foundation of 
the firſt public ſchool of any note in that 
province; and the Philadelphians are ori- 


ginally indebted to him for their library. 
In 1743 ſeveral gentlemen, in different parts 
of the colonies, formed themſelves into a 
ſociety for promoting uſeful knowledge in 
America : Mr. Franklin drew up the or1- 
 ginal plan or propoſal, and it has been con- 
tinued ever ſince, and is now known by the 
name of the American Phaloſoptucal Socrety, 
which has belonging to it, in Europe and 


elſewhere, many members of diſtinguiſhed 


reputation. 


The ſociety greatly increaſing in the 


number of its members, ſome years after, it 
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was found neceſſary, for the more effeAual 
advancement of their deſign, to diſtribute 


themſelves into fix committees, under the 
following heads, viz. 


I. Natural Philoſophy, Mathematics, Op- 
tics, Aſtronomy, and Geography. 
. II. Medicine, Chemiſtry and Anatomy. 
HI. Natural Hiſtory and Botany. 
IV. Trade and Commerce. 
V. Mechanics and ArchiteQture. 
VI. Huſbandry and American Improve- 
ments. 


This diſtribution was communicated to 
the ſeveral colonies by the public prints; 
and the friendly correſpondence, in the fore- 
going branches of knowledge, of all gentle- 
men of learning and ingenuity, was earneſtly 
ſolicited. Theſe means were crowned with 
ſucceſs by an extenſive correſpondence, and 
the ſociety became firmly and reſpettably 
eltablithed. 

_ Afr. F ranklin daily eb in reputa- 
| tion and ſcience, and applied himſelf with 

uncommon aſſiduity to inveſtigate the nature 
of electricity. In his experiments, it is ſaid, 


he 
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he was aſſiſted by the Rev. Ebenezer Kin- 
_ nerſley, profeſſor of Engliſh and Oratory in | 
the college and academy of Philadelphia, 
who was then reading weekly leQures on 
this curious and entertaining branch of na- 
tural philoſophy, at the apparatus room in 
the college. He undoubtedly improved by 
the experience of this ingenious gentleman ; 
but his own ſagacious and aftive mind led 
him on to diſcoveries that will immortalize 
his name, and hand him down to the re- 
motelt ages. WE 

. The reſemblance between - the Elefric 
Spark and Lightning is ſo obvious, that we 
find it among the earlieſt obſervations on 
the ſubje& ; but the proof of the important 
theorem of therr rdentity was reſerved for 
Mr. Franklin *; he firſt obſerved the power 
of uninfulated points in drawing off the 
ele&ricity from bodies at great diſtances ; 
and thence 1nferred, that a pointed metallic 
bar, if inſulated at a conſiderable height 1n 
the air, would become eleQrical by commu- 
nication from the clouds, during a thunder- 
ſtorm. He gave this thought to the public; 


* Nicholſon's Philoſophy. bs 
and 
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and ſeveral machines, conliſting of inſulated 
iron bars, erected perpendicular to the ho- 
rizon, and pointed at top, were ſet up in 
different parts of France and England. The 
firſt apparatus that was favoured with a viſit 
from the etherial matter, was that of Mon. 
| Dalibard, at Marli la Ville, about fix 
leagues from Paris; 1t conſiſted of a bar of 
the length of 40 feet, and was elefrified on 
the 10th day of May, 1752, for the ſpace of . 
balf an hour, during which time the longeſt 
ſparks it emitted meaſured about two inches. 
Mr. Franklin, after having publiſhed the 
method of verifying his hypotheſis concern- 
ing the ſamenels of electricity with the mat- 
ter of hiohtning, was waiting for the erection 
of a ſpire in Philadelphia, to carry his views 
into execution; not imagining that a point- 
ed rod, of a moderate height, could anſwer 
the purpoſe ; when it occurred to him that, 
by means of a common kite, he could have 
a readier and better accels to the regions of 
thunder than by any ſpire whatever. Pre- 
paring therefore a large ilk handkerchief, 
and two crols ſticks, of a proper length, on 
which to extend it, he took the opportu- 
nity of the firſt approaching thunder-ſtorm 
tO 


(  ) 


to walkimto afield, in which there was a ſhed 
conventent' for his purpoſe; but, dreading 


the. ridicule which too commonly attends 
unſucceſsful. attempts-.inſcience, he commu- 


nicated/ his intended experiment .to nobody 
but his. fon; who aſliſted him in raiſing the 


kite. - The kite being raiſed, the end of the 


ſtring was tied to a ſilk ſtring, which he held 
in his hand, and a ſmall key faſtened at the 
place: of junttion, A confiderable time 
_ elapſed before there was any appearance of 


1ts being: electrified. | One very promiſing 
cloud had paſſed over it without effe&, when 
at length, juſt as. he was going to deſpair of 


his contrivance, he obſerved ſome looſe 


threads of the hempen ſtring to ſtand erect, 


and to avoid one another, juſt as if they had 
been ſuſpended in a common conduftor,— 


Struck with the promiſing appearance, he 


immediately preſented his knuckle to the 
key ; and judge of the exquiſite pleaſure he 
felt at the moment the diſcovery was com- 
pleat. He perceived a very evident electric 
Tpark; others ſucceeded, even before the 
ſtring was wet, ſo as to put the matter paſt 
all diſpute; and when the rain had wetted 
the ſtring, he colletted the elettricity very 
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copiouſly. This happened in June, 1752, 
2 month after eleAricians in France had ve- 
rified the fame theory ; but before he had 

heard any thing they had done, 
| Having been thus fortunate with his kite, 
| his ſucceſs and pregnant invention prompt- 
ed him to further contrrivances. He inſulated 
an iron rod, to draw the lightning into his 
houſe, for the purpoſe of making experi- 
ments, whenever there {hould be a conſi- 
derable quantity of the electrical fluid\in - 
'the atmoſphere : and that he might not loſe 
_ -an opportunity of that nature, he connetted 
two bells with his apparatus, which gave no- 
tice by ringing whenever the rod was elec- 
trified. But this diſcovery was not only 
ſurpriſing and curious in its nature, but alſo 
of great benefit to mankind, as it led Mr. 
Franklin to the conſtruction of his metalline 
rods, which have been found highly uſeful 
in preventing buildings from being damaged 
by lightning, and conſequently muſt have 
| ſaved many lives that would otherwiſe 
have been deſtroyed by this deſtruftive ele- 
+ ment. For ſeveral years, while he was deep- 
ly engaged in theſe eleGtrical experiments, 
he maintained an epiſtolary correſpondence 
with 
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with Peter Colliſon, Eſq. fellow of the Royal 

Society, to whom he communicated his va- 
rious improvements and diſcoveries. Theſe 
letters were publiſhed, and much admired 
'both at home and abroad; and the Engliſh 
literati readily joined in giving every teſti- 
mony of approbation to his merits and 
abilities. 

In the month of April, 1762, the univer- 
fity of Oxford conferred upon him the ho- 
norary degree of DoQtor of Laws; and be- 
Ing, as it were, 1n the zenith of his philoſo- 

' phical glory, many of the moſt eminent 
men of the age cultivated his friendſhip, and 
revered his name. In the letters on ele&ri- 
city afore-mentioned, there are many uſeful 
obſervations well worthy of notice, as they 
may, in ſome caſes, tend to the preſervation 
of life, one of which I cannot forbear laying 
before my readers. It being a very com- 
mon praftice in thunder-gults, for perſons 
In the country to take ſhelter under a tree, 

_ the paſlage alluded to will claim their at- 

tention, | | 

© As eleqrical clouds (ſays the Dotor) 
paſs over the country, high hills, and high 
trees, lofty towers, ſpires, maſts of ſhhips, 
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chimnies, &c., as -ſo many prominences 
draw the electric hre, .and the whole cloud 


diſcharges there ; dangerous it, is to take 


ſhelter under a tree, during a thunder-guſt : 


1t hath been fatal to many, both men and 


beaſts. It is ſafer to be 1n the open field for 
another reaſon: when the cloaths are wet, 
if a flaſh in 1ts way to the ground ſhould 


ſtrike your head, it would run in the water 


over the ſurface of your body. Hence a 
wet rat cannot be killed by the exploding 
electrical bottle, when a dry rat may,” 


Theſe fa&ts have been verified in ſeveral 


inſtances; two of which I ſhall relate for the 
information of ſuch perſons as may not have 
been converſant in ſuch ſpeculations. The 
firſt happened ſome years ſince near Lan- 


caſter, in the province of Pennſylania, and 


18 as follows : 


« Three boys of that town, born within 


a few months of each other, and all in the 


thirteenth year of their age, went out on the 
24th July, in the morning, to gather huckle- 
berries. On their return about four o'clock 
in the evening, it rained pretty hard, which 
induced them, though already wet, to take 
ſhelter under a large black oak that grew in 
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the middle of the great road, diſtant about 
forty yards from any other tree. ' One of the 


boys ſat cloſe with has left fide to the tree, and 


his head reclining upon the trunk. The two 


others ſat at "Rh diſtance from the trunk, 


under a large ſpreading bough. Several 


claps of thunder broke irom the weſtward; 


the exploſions became ſharper and more 
frequent; a flaſh of lightning at laft truck 


the tree, killed the boy who fat next to it, 


together with a dog that had crept between 
his knees, and ſtruck down the other two, 
_ 1o that they were mlen{ible of their condi- 

tion, and unable to move for ſeveral minutes. 
However, one of the two was at length able 
to get.up; but found himſelf ſtunned, faint, 


weak and ſtaggering like a drunken: perlon. 
As ſoon as he came to refle&t upon the cauſe 


of his diſtreſs, he turned round to examine 
the fate of his companions, and perceiving 


that the next one to him had ſome ſymptoms 


_ of life, attempted to raiſe him up; but not 
© being able to effect this, he went to the 


other, whom he found in the ſame ſituation 
in which he had ſeen him alive, except that 
the ſtroke which he had received in the 
head had forced him into a more recum- 

bent 
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bent poſture, His eyes were open, and in 


a ſtaring poſition, and every limb and joint 


were ſliffened. The boy, ſcarce recovered 
from the fright occaſioned by his own mis- 


fortune, and now greatly terrified with the 
ſight before him, took to his heels, and ran till 


' he came to the houſe of a Mr. John Stoner, 


diſtant about a quarter of a mile, where'he 
told the melancholy tale. Several people 


repaired immediately to the place; they 
found the ſecond boy, who remained alive, 
lying upon his back, at the diſtance of about 


100 yards from the tree, where it is ſuppoſed 
he had fel], or rather crept, in attempting to 
get home. The other they found in the fi- 
tuation already deſcribed, with two large 
rents in his hat, where the lightning enter- 


ed, and the hair upon the left fide of his 
head, where he reclined againft the tree, 


greatly ſinged ; his left ſhoulder very livid, 
and ſeveral black ſpots upon his body. The 
day after, he was buried. | 

 * The others were confined to their beds, 
in a dangerous and dreadful ſituation. In 
company with others I paid them a viſit. — 
They are both ſenſible boys for their age, 
and were able to give ſatisfaQory anſwers to | 

all 
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all the queſtions that were propoſed. Upon 


being aſked whether they heard any noiſe, 


at the time they felt the ſtroke, they both 
_ agreed © that they did hear a noſe, as if ſe- 
veral guns were fired off together ;”—and as to 


their ſenſation of their ſtroke, © it ſeemed as 


rf a chord of wood, lighted up into one flame, 


had fatien upon them, and wrapped them u " 


n fire.” 
© They were miſerably burnt, (if philoſo- 


phers will allow me to apply ſuch a term to 


lightning) in ſeveral parts of their bodies, 


and the ſkin came away, as if by boiling 


water. The burn of one them reached from 
the ſhoulder to the hip, upon the left ſide, 
and was about fix inches broad; in ſome 
places 1t ran in upon the belly, with a kind 
of ray, like thoſe which painters give to the 


ſun. But the moſt remarkable effes of this 


dreadful ſtroke were the following, equally 
and uniformly alike upon the three boys. 
Several holes, ſome capable of receiving a 
large bullet, ſome a pea, and ſome a grain 
of ſhot were made 1n the poſteriors of each 
boy ; occaſioned, we ſuppoſed by the light- 

 ning's paſling through the body by the ſhort- 
eſt courſe, and ſo diſcharging itſelf here 
into 


{ 
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into the common maſs, through thoſe parts 
which were moſt in contact with the earth ; 


for each boy ſat upon the ground. The legs 


of only one boy were burnt ; this we endea- 
voured to account for, by ſuppoſing that this 
boy fat with his legs ſtretched out, which 
brought them in contaft with the earth, as 
well as the breech; whilſt the others had 
them drawn up, reſting upon their feet ; 1n 
which poſition the whole of the flaſh was 
diſcharged through the breech. We were 
encouraged in this ſuppoſition by obſerving 


that the boy who ſuffered in his legs, did 


not ſuffer ſo much in his poſteriors as the 
others. Upon examining their breeches, we 
found that the deſtruQtive element had made 
and paſſed through ſeveral holes, corre- 
ſponding exattly with thoſe it had made 

in the fleſh, The breeches of one of the 
boys were made of leather; the flame, in 
_ palling through theſe, left a burn to every 
hole, hike that made by a ſpark in paſſing 
through a quire of paper in eleQrical expe- 
 riments. The ſhirt and ſtockings of one 

boy were rent, without any marks of being 


burnt or ſinged, whilſt the waiſtcoat and 


ſhirt of another had ſeveral holes, evidently 
TL burnt, 


L 
py 
: 
$ 
_ 
Q < 
ol 
w 
en - 
_ 
2% 
: 
£ % 
"LAY b- 
. 'F 
- » 
5 
- , 
*) 
- bd 
v. 3 
HA 7 
Ws 
<Y 
wo * a 
SS © 
_— 
«28 
= "i 
uo = 
= 
A h 
- "a voy 
AS - 
8 
Q 
-. 
"2 + 
th 4 
l Po 
ARS. 
> 6, 0 
Bd + - 
i We 
x 1-008 
FUE 
No 
q yy 
"i 
wo --» 
3% A 
TP \ a * 
© of 
> 
4 "fb *S 
A 
WOTe  .< 
FLA 
WS Bat 
«nit? 
B's 
"; FT 
3 - 
ER 
rap «i 
TS: 1" 
_—_ _ 
; > 
* SE 
2 
ety» : 
7 Co 
py 4, 
Wa” 
Ty uh 
34:8) 
IC 
bi-s » ... 
Yo . A 
o Ny » 
© > ve 
TV p. ". 
RIF", 
of ag 
be 
3-2 
BE nts > 
I $ 
Fe 0 
-f=#$ 
:©K& 
x" 
WEIS þ 
F 
Sn 
_y > 
Hae I"oE 
LAS - 
Fr 
* 
I < X 
a ow. 
rd '& 
Was”. 
E A 
* 
4 Xt 
"x 
© 22 
By 
oY " 
Dy © 
1Y.\&- 
CS 
305-2 
d 
& 1x 
% 6 be 
OE 
of ike”. 
£ »» 
(ed #þ 
WP] 8: r 
- * 
8 
"ws 
© 
x 
*: #'q 
"A 
4 " 
SR 
a 1 
5 
4.4 
- 
Ye. 
- , 
of 
? 
F 
»K 
* 
p, 
"Y (4 
Fo 
Se 
ON 
© U 
Sha 
\» 
LI 
, 2 
od we 
A 
= 
; 
a 
=.” 
by 
5 
part 
4 
FN 
yy 
d. | N 
£ 
» 


( 21 ) 
burnt, as if done by the ſparks of a ſmith's 
forge. 
_ « Inſhort, when we viewed the eniiibloei 
of theſe poor boys, and conſidered what a 
volume of lightning they muſt have been en- 
veloped in, we were at a loſs to conceive 
how they eſcaped with the breath of lite, 
unleſs we may be allowed to attribute their 
preſervation (next under God) to their 
cloaths being very wet before they came to 
the tree, which undoubtedly ſerved as con- 
duftors to a conſiderable part of the de- 
ftruQtive fluid. 
© Theſecond inſtance happened at Savan- 
nah, in Georgia, in the month of July, 1773+ 
A veſſel bound to Providence, in the Ba: 


hama Iſlands, lying off one of the wharls, 


had on her deck twelve horſes : the Captain 
had cleared out at the cuſtom-houſe, and 


was preparing to weigh anchor in order to 


Tail, when, as is uſual at this time of the 
year, a tremendous guſt came on ; the light- 


ning ſtruck the ſhip's maſt, which condutt- 


ed the fluid among the horſes, and inſtantly 


killed ten of them : the two which eſcaped, 

were Juſt taken on board, and a ſhort time 

belore had been ſwimming in Savannatt 
D river ; 
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into the common maſs, through thoſe parts 
which were moſt in conta&t with the earth ; 
for each boy ſat upon the ground. The legs 
of only one boy were burnt ; this we endea- 
voured to account for, by ſuppoſing that this 
boy ſat with his legs ſtretched out, which 
brought them in conta& with the earth, as 
well as the breech ; whilſt the others had 
them drawn up, reſting upon their feet; in 


which poſition the whole of the flaſh was 
diſcharged through the breech. We were 


encouraged 1n this ſuppoſition by obſerving 
that the boy who ſuffered in his legs, did 


not ſuffer ſo much in his poſteriors as the 


others. Upon examining their breeches, we 
found that the deſtruftive element had made 
and paſſed through ſeveral holes, corre- 
ſponding exattly with thoſe it had made 
in the fleſh. The breeches of one of the 


| boys were made of leather; the flame, in 
_ palling through theſe, left a burn to every 
hole, like that made by a ſpark in paſſing 


through a quire of paper in electrical expe- 


riments. The ſhirt and ſtockings of one 
| boy were rent, without any marks of being 
 Þurnt or fſinged, whilſt the waiſtcoat and 


ſhirt of another had ſeveral holes, evidently 
 burat, 
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burnt, as if done by the ſparks of a \mith's 


forge. 


_ * Inſhort, when we viewed the condition 
of theſe poor boys, and conſidered what a 
_ volume of lightning they muſt have been en- 


veloped in, we were at a loſs to conceive 


how they eſcaped with the breath of lite, 
unleſs we may be allowed to attribute their 
| preſervation (next under God) to their 
cloaths being very wet before they came to 


the tree, which undoubtedly ſerved as con- 


| duflors to a conſiderable part of the de- 


ftrucive fluid. 


_ © The ſecond inſtance happened at Savan- 


nah, in Georgia, in the month of July, 1773. 
A veſſel bound to Providence, in the Ba- 
hama Iſlands, lying off one of the wharts, 


had on her deck twelve horſes: the Captain 


had cleared out at the cuſtom-houſe, and 
was preparing to weigh anchor in order to 


ſail, when, as 1s uſual at this time of the 
year, a tremendous guſt came on; the light- 


ning ſtruck the ſhip's maſt, which condutt- 


ed the fluid among the horſes, and inſtantly 
killed ten of them : the two which eſcaped, 


were juſt taken on board, and a {ſhort time 


before had been ſwimming 1n Savannah 
'} LS river ; 
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river; hence we may conclude, that their 
wet condition protefted them from the ef. 
| feds of the lightning.” 
| Notwithſtanding acciderita by lightning 
| are very frequent in North America, and 
! the great uſefulneſs of Dr. Franklin's rods 
are acknowledged, yet you will find them 
ereted on very few houſes. Many of the 
religious ſeCtaries in Pennſylvania are averſe 
to their uſe; they conſider it as preſump- 
tion, and ſay, they will truſt to the fir/? great 
Cauje ; though at the ſame time theſe very 
people are taking phyſic, and get cupped 
and bled, in order to prevent themſelves 
from being ſick and diſeaſed. 

Thus far we have contemplated the early 
life of Dr. F ranklin, ſpent in philoſophical - | 
inveſtigation, in founding ſchools, diffuſing | 
knowledge, and producing a variety of uſle- ; 
ful inventions for the good of ſociety.—In 
theſe we admire and revere him !—But we 
muſt now proceed to the political part of 
his charatter, the examination of which 

_ cannot afford ſo many pleaſing ſenſations as 
we have already experienced. Indeed, we 
would expreſs our ſentiments on this occa- 
ſion in the elegant language of a little poem, 

which 
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which is ſaid to be inſcribed on a chamber- " 
ſtove, in the form of an urn, invented by | if 
the Door, and fo contrived, that the flame, 4 
inſtead of aſcending, deſcended, 
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0 RF 2 
Like a Newton ſublimely he ſoar'd, 
To a ſummit before unattain'd ; 


_ New regions of ſcience explor'd, j 
And the palm of philoſophy gain'd. 
. If; 
With a ſpark that he caught from the ſkies, 
| He difplay'd an unparallel'd wonder ; 


And we fav with delight and ſurprize, 
That his rod could prote& us from thunder, 


III. 


' Oh, had he been wiſe to purſue 
"The path which his talents deſign'd, 
What a tribute of praiſe had been due, 
To the teacher and friend of mankind ! 


IV. 


But to covet political fame, 

1 Was in him a degrading ambition ; 
"55 ' A ſpark which from Lucifer came, 

old 0 And kindl'd the blaze of Sedition. 
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| Let Candour then write on his urn, 
Here lies the renowned inventor, 


Whoſe flame to the ſkies ought to burn, 
\ But inverted, deſcends to the centre. 


Dr. Franklin had paſſed the meridian of 
| life before he rendered himſelf conſpicuous 
as a politician, His oppoſition to the pro- 
- prietary government, and his endeavours to 
introduce a royal one, firſt recommended him 
in this character to the notice of his fellow- 
citizens: neither was it long. until he got 
into favour with the then Engliſh miniſtry, 
by ſcheming new regulations for the ma- 
nagement of the poſlt-offices in America, and 
the increaſe of the poſt-tax. The diſplay of 
his talents on theſe and ſome other occa- 
ſions, procured him the place of joint poſt- 
maſter-general, which gave him the ſuper- 
intendance of all the poſt-offices in the ſeve- 
ral provinces. Poſſeſſed of every accom- 
pliſhment to acquire popularity, he obtain- 
ed a ſeat in the Aſſembly, and united-1n his 
efforts, with Mr. Joſeph Galloway, againſt 
the proprietary intereſt ; and 1n 1764, was 
appointed agent to tranſatt the buſineſs 
of the province at London : ſo extenſive was 
| his 


( 25 ) 
his reputation at this period, that he was, 


nominated, ſoon after, agent for three other 
provinces, New Jerſey, Virginia, andGeorgia, 


The affair of the ſtamp-act coming ON, 
the Door found full employment. in op- 


poling it ; and exhibited likewiſe a ſpecimen 
of the duplicity of his character ; for though 
he was continually writing and arguing 
againſt 1t, yet he aſked and obtained the 


place of ſtamp-maſter for one of his friends 


in Philadelphia ; and recommended another 


for the ſtate of Maryland; but on the repeal 


_ of the att, that his Philadelphia friend 


might not be diſappointed of a place, he 
ot him provided for in the American cuſ- 


toms; and. what crowns the whole, it has 


been ſaid, that he adviſed this perſon to. 
ſell that place to the higheſt , bidder, as. 


ſoon as he could; alledging as a reaſon, that 
Great Britain would {ſhortly have no cuſtom- 
houſes in America. There are others who 
have aſlerted, that, though the DoQtor op- 
poled the ſtamp-att in England, yet he was 
the original projector of it. The hiſtory of 
the matter 1s, that, ſome years ſince, the 


Dottor happened to be at General Brad- 
dock's table, then 1 in the province of Mary-- 


land; 
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land ; that the General was complaining of 
the backwardneſs of the provinces to raife 
the ſupphes, and unite for the common 


good; when Mr. Franklin ſaid, that a ſtamp 
duty, enaQted at home, for all the colonies, 


would create an independent revenue to the 
 Crown.— Theſe words, or words to that ef- 


fe, are well remembered by ſeveral perſons 
of credit. 


| It further appears, that the ſtamp-a& had 


been long a favourite ſcheme of his, from a 


manuſcript written on the ſubje& before he 
went to London as agent, which had been 
ſeen and read by ſeveral gentlemen at Phi- 


ladelphia. In this performance, this pa- | 


tron of liberty projefted a variety of ways 


_ and means, ſuch as, a ſtamp-att, a poll-tax, 


circulating Exchequer bills upon mortgages 
bearing intereſt in the Exchequer in Eng- 
land ; a general exciſe ſcheme, and a poft- 


_ age on ſhip-letters—Thus we ſee he origi- 
nally' had no obje&Qtion to internal taxes, 


provided he and his friends could have the 


management, and, conſequently, derive emo- 


lument from them. 
' Having paſſed an examination before the 
Houte of Commons, at the time of the 


ſtamp 
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ſtamp aft, he.publiſhed. a pamphlet of the 


ſame, which was circulated in every part of 
America, though it was much doubted 


whether the queſtions and anſwers are juſtly 


repreſented. However, he was indefati- 
gable in his exertions, until a repeal of that 
a& was obtained. But nothing tended more 


to widen the breach between the mother 


country and the colonies than the Dottor's 
inflammatory correſpondence to his friends, 


who were men of revolution principles ; 


and, notwithſtanding their plauſibility and 
pretenſions of obtaining a redreſs of griev- 
ances and reconciliation, yet they were art- 


fully employed to ſpread the flame of gif- 


cord, excite an implacable hatred, and to 
propagate the DoQor's political noſtrums 
throughout the country. 'Thele were the 
chiefs who afterwards embraced every oppor- 
tunity to inculcate on the minds of the 
people, that America muſt one day or other 


become free and independent; that 1t was 
abſurd to ſuppoſe ſuch a vaſt continent could 


long be equitably governed by a little inſig- 


nificant ifland, at three thouſand miles dif- 
tance, whoſe king could know nothing of 


them, 
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them, but through the nada: of corrupt 
and intereſted governors. 

The repeal of the ſtamp aR did not re- 
move the jealouſtes of the Americans; it 
rather taught them to expect future conceſ- 
fions 1n their favour ; hence they demanded 
the repeal of ſeveral other ſubſequent a&s, 


until the deſtruftion of the tea at Boſton had 


matured the quarrel, and they began to 
throw off all diſguiſe. A little before this 


period, the American newſpapers were fill- 
ed with the moſt virulent declamations 


againſt the king and miniſtry. For many 


.of theſe, we were indebted to Mr. Samuel 
Adams, the DoQtor's principal agent and 


correſpondent, who was continually pub- 
Iiſhing extracts of his letters from London, 
though not with his name, yet as from a 


gentleman in a public charaQer, and a warm 


friend to the Colonies. Among many 


others we ſhall give the following as a [peci- 


men! | 
« Now is the time of trial,” ſays the Doc- 


tor; © now will all Europe ſee whether 
* the Americans are poſleſſed of virtue: the 


* eyes of all are turned to your part of the 
« globe, in eager expectation of diſcover- 
| 66 ing 
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* particulars of which, with the debates 
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* yourſelves, and all will be well in the end, 
as your friends here are compoſed of the 


* moſt ſenſible and important characters in 
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3 W 7 
ing your ſentiments, in regard to the part 
you will a&t, ſince the partial repeal ; the 


thereon, you will ſee by the Engliſh prints. 
Your condutt at this juncture will, in a 
great meaſure, determine your future fate, 


as the omiſſion of the duty on tea in the 
repeal, 1s left as the teſt of American |- 


berty. It is ſcarcely pollible, my dear 


friend, for you to conceive the anxiety I 


ſhall fee], till I hear of your determina- 


* tion, as on that the very exiſtence of the 
miniſtry in a great meaſure depends: 


They flatter themſelves with the expec- 


© tation of ſeeing the provinces divided, that 


ſome will choſe to import, which muſt in. 


alittle time induce the reſt to follow the 
ſame ſteps; but. your real friends think 
* better of you, and I cannot be perſuaded 


that you will now, after ſo noble a ſtand, 
ſell your birthright for a meſs of pottage. 
It 1s only neceſſary for you to be true to. 


* the nation, who muſt in time bear down 
- all oppoſition, . Be ſteady—be virtuous— 
E 1; and 
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and, as king Harry obſerved to his men, 
(juſt entering on a&ion), diſhonour not 


your mothers; now atteſt that - thoſe 
whom you called fathers did beget you.” 


Again, © It gives me great pleaſure to 
hear that our people are ſteady in their 
reſolutions of non-1mportation, and in the 
promoting of induſtry among themſelves. 
They will ſoon be ſenfible of the benefit 
of ſuch condutt, though the a&ts ſhould 
never be repealed to their full ſatisfac- 


tion. For their earth and their ſea, the 


true ſource of wealth and plenty, will go 
on producing ; and if they receive the 
annual increaſe, and do not waſte it as 


| heretofore, in the gewgaws of this coun- 


try, but employ their ſpare time in-manu- 
facturing neceſlaries for themſelves, they 


mult ſoon be out of debt; they mult foon 


be ealy and comfortable in their circum-_ 
ſtances, and even wealthy. 1 have been 
told that in ſome of our country courts 
heretofore, there were every quarter ſe- 
veral hundred ations of debt, in which 
the people were ſued by ſhopkeepers for 


* money due for Britiſh: goods, as they 
were called, but in fa& evils. What a 
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© Joſs of time this muſt occaſion to the 
_« people, beſides the expence! And how 


« can freemen bear the thought of ſubjeCt- 
« ing themſelves to the hazard of being de- 


« prived of their perſonal liberty, at the 


« caprice of every petty trader, for the pal- 


« try vanity of tricking out himſelf in the 


* flimſy manufattures of Britain, when they 
© might, by their own induſtry and inge- 
© nuity, appear in good ſubſtantial, honour- 
« able homeſpun ! Could folks but ſee what 
* numbers of merchants, and even ſhop- 
keepers here, make great eſtates by Ame- 
'rican folly ;—how many ſhops of A. B. 
C. and Company, with wares for exporta- 


three or four partners and their families, 
every one with his country houſe and 
equipage, where they live like princes, on 
the ſweat of our brows; pretending in- 
deed, ſometimes, to wiſh well to our pri- 


calion, few of them affording us any afliſ- 
tance; I am periuaded that indignation 
would ſupply our want of prudence ; we 
ſhould diſdain the thraldom we have ſo 
long been held in by this miſchievous 

E 2 © commerce, 


tion to the Colonies, maintain each ſhop 


* vileges, but on the preſent important oc- 
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__ * commerce, reje& it for ever; and ſeek 
© our reſources, where God and Nature 
* have placed them, within ourſelves.” 
Such were the Je&tures Dr. Franklin tran{- 
mitted from London to his friend Adams, who 
made them the ſubject of his harangues at 
the Boſton town-meetings ; and communi- 
cated their contents, with his circular letters, 
to the Committees and Councils of Safety 
in the ſeveral provinces. The flame of 11- 
berty was now 1n a blaze, from New Hamp- 
ſhire to Georgia; and ſome enthuſiaſts at- 
tributed its ardour and extent to the ſpecial 
influence of Heaven; but ſober reaſon may 
plainly diſcover, that the ſpirit of oppoſi- 
tion to the mildeſt and beſt government in 
the world, originated with a knot of moſt 
ſubtle and deſigning men, whoſe abilities for 
the work are ſcarcely to be paralleled in 
any age or country, Thus did our philoſo- 
phic Dottor appear an enemy to the go- 
vernment, manufactures and commerce of a 
nation, from whom he had received diſtin- 
guiſhed honours and great emoluments.— 
But we ſhall not accule him with 1ngrati- 
| tude; though 1t cannot be denied, that, 1n- 
| ſtead of ſincerely recommending ſuch mea- 
ſures 
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ſures as were of a conciliatory nature, his pen, 
his tongue, his every faculty, were ſedulouſly 
engaged to encreale the lears, and to inflame 


the minds of his countrymen :—nothing leſs 


than Independence would ſatisfy this Ma- 
chiavel; and independence was at length 
obt2ined, with Bankruptcy and Diſgrace. 


- This boaſted independent ſovereignty has 


now been in the hands of a democracy for 


thirteen years; and fo ſar have the people 


been from obtaining the manifold bleflings 
for which they - contended, that they have 
unverſally declared, that they could not be 


in a worſe ſituation ; and therefore, as an 


experiment, have conſented to a change of 


their firſt Confederation. Their perſons, 


property and commerce have loſt that ſecu- 
rity which. they enjoyed as Britiſh ſubjects; 
and they are now humbly imitating a conſti- 
_tution, which Franklin, and other theoreti- 
cal politicians taught them to deſpiſe. The 
manufa&ttures of Great Britain are called 
* flimſy ;” but the people know them to be 
good, neceſſary, and ſubſtantial ; and, ſince 
the peace, have given them a decided prefe- 


rence; for theſe deſpiſed manufactures, at 


this 


— 
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this day, make three-fourths of the Ameri- 
can importations, 

But to return.—Being diſmiſſed fn his 
office of poſt-maſter, for ſome mal-praQtice 
therein, he left London, and went ſpeedily 
to America, with a firm purpoſe of ſupport- 


Ing the cauſe of liberty, as it was then called, 
and to give his advice and information to. 


the numerous Whig Aſſociations, then form- 
ed in every colony. In the ſpring of 1775, 
the DoQor had an opportunity of elettrify- 
ing the whole continent with the news of 
the battle of Lexington. Many were his 


| pathetic deſcriptions of this unlucky affair, 


which ſo lacerated and extended the wound 

between the two countries, as to render 
. dn...» ef 

all ideas of reconciliation nugatory. At 


length appeared in the public prints a copy 


of his laconic, but ſignificant letter to one 
of his quondam intimate friends, Mr. Stra- 
han, late his Majeſty's law-printer, and a 


mENIDET of parhament for Malmſbury. 


« Philadelphia, July 5, 1775: 


Br « Mr. Ty 
«* YOU are a member of that parliament, 
* and oneof that majority which has doomed 
66 my 


0 -) 
© my country to deſtruftion. —You have 
* begun to burn our towns, and murder our 
* people !—Look upon your hands !—They 
« are ſtained with the blood of relations !— 
« You and I were long friends—you are 
* now my enemy—and I am, 
« YOurs, 
B. FRANKLIN,” 


* The American conteſt now wore a very 
| ſerious aſpe&t.—Being determined to perſiſt 
in their. oppolition to the atts of the Britiſh 
parliament, it was neceſſary they ſhould be 
furmſhed with the means of defence. Hard 
' money they had little or none; and equally 
| ſcanty was their ſupply of arms and ammu- 
nition, In this dilemma, the emiſſion of 
a continental paper currency was ſuggeſted. 
Dr. Franklin was among the firſt that de- 
monſtrated the neceſſity of its adoption ; 
without which they could have made but a 
ſhort and faint reſiſtance againſt the mother- 
country, The firſt emiſſion of three millions 
of dollars took place July 25, 1775, with a 
_ promiſe of redemption in three years, as 
gold and filvuer ; and before the Dottor lett 
America, the latter end of 17976, they had 


emitted 
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emitted and-expended upwards of twenty- 
one millions, which paſſed as equal to ſpecie. 


How this money: could be redeemed began 
| to puzzle Congreſs ; and ſome of the mem- 


bers, when the DoGtor was about to depart 
from France, aſked his advice on the ſub- 
jet ; he replied, * Never mind it, we ſhall 
pay the expences of the war moſtly this 
way ; emit your continental currency as 


| long as it will pay for work, paper, and 


lamp-black.” 

It is certainly fat, that the people in gene- 
ral, at the beginning of the conteſt, hadnofix- 
ed plan or 1dea of contending for indepen- 


dence : the language of the public addreſles 


and reſolutions from every colony were re- 


plete with terms of loyalty to their ſovereign, 


and with earneſt deſires of reconciliation; but 
yet it has been more than ſuſpected that the 
Dottor, and a few others, extendedtheir views 


to that objett, and recommended ſuch mea- 


fures as had a tendency to its accompliſh- 
ment,—* A man is known by his aſlociates.” 
'The late General Lee-was now in this coun- 
try, and upon a ſooting of the {trifteſt inti- 
macy with the DoQor.—His athve, fiery 
zeal led him from one colony to another, - 
embit- 


1-977 

embittering and inflaming the minds of the 
people againſt the parent ſtate ; but, having 
fefs caitib ind command” of is temper 
than ſome other crafty politicians, he would 
frequently divulge the ſecret, and openly 
recommend the dottrine of independence. 
—At length the important queſtion was 
brought forward in Congreſs, while the 
| Doftor was a repreſentative for the province 
of Pennſylvania: It was debated ſeveral 
days, and met with conſiderable oppoſition. 
Some very able ſpeakers appeared againſt 
it; amongſt whom were Mr. Dickinſon, au- 
thor of the Farmer's Letters; Mr. Wilſon, 
an eminent lawyer; and Mr. Galloway ; 
neither were all the delegates inſtrufted as 
to their votes on this point ; which ſome 
writers have erroneouſly aſſerted. But our 
| Dottor ſtood as firm as a rock to his favou- 
rite independence; neither oratory nor ar- 
gument could influence him to give up his 
concerted plan; and thoſe who were op- 
poled to it, obſerving the unalterable deter- 
mination of their antagoniſts, finally agreed 

to the reſolution. 
This obje& being gained, ambition point- 
ed out a ney proſpe& to the Dottor. Well 
F aware 


Sa 
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aware that the American reſources princi- 
pally conſiſted in old rags and lamp black, 


metamorphoſed into continental currency ; 


and though the paper ſcheme was ſucceſsful 


to admiration, yet as the people could not 


at preſent hear any thing of taxes, and great 


ſums of money would be wanted to carry 
on their extenſive military operations, there 
was a pollibility that ſuch a frequent emil- 
ſion of paper currency would induce a de- 


_ preciation, and endanger the public ſafety.— 


The DoQor therefore turned his eyes once 


more towards Europe, as the country from 


whence alone the needful ſupplies could be 


procured. He accordingly obtained from 
Congreſs a commiſſion, 'as agent for the 


court of France, judging it a proper theatre 


for the diſplay of his talents, and where 
his highly-extolled philoſophic reputation 


would probably be admired, and conciliate 
the affettions of the nation towards him ; 
and fo it happened; ſor all ranks of people 
on his arrival, vied with each other in pay- 
ing reſpect to this hoary-headed crafty ſage. 
He took paſſage on board a ſhip of 16 guns, 
commanded by Captain Weeks, who was ſo 


lortunate as to take two prizes near Bour- 


deaux, 
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| deaux, which the Dottor ſold for him a few 


_ days aſter, but not publicly, as the Ameri- 


cans had not yet obtained that liberty ; and 
they arrived at Nantz the 175th December, 
1776. Shortly after his appearance at the 


court of France, where he was received with 


every mark of diſtinttion and eſteem, he 
with Mr. Deane his colleague, wrote ſeveral 
letters to Lord Stormont, the Engliſh am- 


baſſador, relative to the exchange of pri- 


ſoners, but received no anſwer, 
However, the American agents did not 
deſiſt from writing and remonltrating againſt 


the treatment their people received in the 


priſons of England and elſewhere, but even 
proceeded to threaten ſevere retaliation, and 
obſerved to his lordſhip, © that for the ſake 
* of humanity, it was to be wiſhed that men 
© would endeavour to alleviate as much as 
* poſſible the unavoidable miſeries atten- 
* ding a ſtate of war. It has been faid that 


* among the civilized nations of Europe, 


« the ancient horrors of that {tate are much 


* diminiſhed ; but the compelling men by 


* chains, ſtripes and famine, to fight againſt 
& 
66 


* mode of þbarbarity, which the Engliſh na- 
£2 | *« tion 


their friends and relations, was a new: 
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& tion alone had the honour of inventing.” 
— But theſe and other aſperities of language 
could not produce any other anſwer from 
the king's ambaſſador, than that ©& he re- 
ceived no letters from rebels, _ when they 
came to aſh mercy.” F 
Perhaps no man cheriſhed a greater en- 
mity to the mother country, or was more 
fruitful 1n reſources to injure its commerce 
and navigation, than Dr. Franklin. In con- 
JjunRtion with his colleague, ſeveral Ameri- 
can privateers were privately fitted out 
from the ports of France; and there 1s little 
doubt but it was his advice that brought. 
out ſuch a number of New England priva- 
 teers, cruifing every where to intercept our 
trade. The lols of our merchants was con- 
fiderable; and though we were not at war 
S-- with France, yet they afforded the Ameri- 
cans every aſſiſtance and protettion in their 
power. This produced a memorial to the 
miniſters of France, couched in the follow 
_ 1ng terms : 
* Independent of what ſovereign ſtates 
«* owe to themſelves, according to the ſa- 
} « cred law of Nature and nations, in cales 
« where any .of their provinces may rebel ; 
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| and not to mention that ſhould the efforts 


of the Engliſh American colonies prove 
ſucceſsful, the provinces appertainming to 
other ſtates, might be induced to make a 


fimilar attempt ; the ſubſcribing party . 


is inſtructed to repreſent to the enlighten- 
ed miniſters of France, that our colonies 
have nearly formed themſelves into an 


independent and formidable empire.— 
Should they not be timely prevented, it 


will by no means be difhcult (conſidering 


their powerful reſources of every kind) 
for them to attempt the conqueſt of other 


provinces in America, richer and [better 
ſituated, —France and Spain have there- 


fore every thing to apprehend for the 
* ſafety of their colonies, ſhould thoſe of 


6&6 


Great-Britain ſucceed in their deſigns.” 
* The ſubſcribing party hopes that theſe 
reflettions may induce his Moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty not only to continue his pacitic | 


intentions at this particular juntture, but 
alſo that he may ſo far extend his neu- 
trality and friendſhip, as to prohibit the 
merchants in his dominions from afford- 


ing thoſe of America (with whom they 


now trade openly) ſuch vaſt ſuccours as 
« have 
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© have hitherto been furniſhed. Above al}, 


« it 1s hoped that Meſſrs, Deane & Franklin 
© may be reſtrained in thoſe meaſures, 
& which have been gradually unfolded, ſo 
© as to become leſs equivoca]. The papers 
* annexed to this memorial will ſo amply 
* diſplay the nature and progreſs of Mr. 
« Deane's negoclations, that after peruſal, 
© 1t might reaſonably be expetted that he 
* ſhould be delivered up.” 
* STORMONT,” 


After the delivery of this memorial, the 
French miniſter, Comte de Vergennes, af- 


 fefted to appear a little ſhy towards Meſſrs, 


Franklin & Deane; and it was but ſeldom 
known when they were honoured with an 
audience : But this 1ndifterence did not 
-continue ; an event took place which ſtript 
off all diſguiſe. The news of the ſurrender 
of the Britiſh army under General Burgoyne 
to General Gates, at Saratoga, Oftober 17, 
_ 1777, arrived in France, at a time when 
the council of that nation was in a ſlate of 
equilibrium reſpetting American affairs, un- 
getermined which way to a&t; but the 
eclat of this ſucceſs ſoon turned the ſcale, 

and 
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and fixed them 1n their attachment to the 
riſing ſtates ; whole ſplendor and reputa- 
tion were now ſo much admired, that a 
gentleman juſt returned from making the 
tour of France, obſerved, © that from Dun- 
* kirk to Breſt, from thence through Bour- 
* deaux to Bayonne, then through 'Thou- 
* louſe to Marlieilles, and laſtly, through 
* Lyons and Dyon to Paris, he met neither 
* men nor women, in high or low ſtations, 
* but were friends to the Americans." 

The news of the defeat and captivity of 
General Burgoyne, was received in France 
with as much joy as if a victory of their 
own troops had been announced. Franklin, 


with his uſual addreſs and induſtry, im- 


proved the golden opportunity, and repre- 
ſenting the reſources, commerce, and Po- 
pulation of his country, in the moſt advan- 
tageous point of view, ſo attrafted the 
attention of the court of France to the 
objett of his miſſion, that on the 16th of 


December, Monf. Girard, ſecretary of the 


king's council of ſlate, waited upon the 
American plenipotentiaries, and informed 
them by order of the king, © that after long 
** and full conſideration of their affairs and 
| T pro- 
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propoſitions in council, it was decided, 
and his Majeſty was determined, to ac- 
knowledge their independence, and make 
treaties with them of alliance and com- 
merce; and that he would not only ac- 
knowledge but ſapport -their indepen- 
dence, by every means in his power :— 
That in doing this, he might poſſibly be 
ſoon engaged in a war, with all the ex- 
pences, riſque, and damage, uſually at- 
tending 1t ; yet he ſhould not expett any 
compenſation from them on that account, 
nor pretend that he ated wholly for their 
ſakes, ſince beſides his real good will to 
them and their cauſe, it was manifeſtly 
the intereſt of France, that the power of 
England ſhould be diminiſhed by their 
ſeparation from it,” 

The treaties were concluded and ſigned 


at Paris, the goth of January, 1778.—An 
event of ſuch magnitude and importance, 


and pregnant with ſuch confequences, as 


enabled the revolting colomes effectually | tO 


oppoſe the parent ſtate. 


'Fhus 1t appeared that the'ſame man, who 


had publiſhed his rules for reducing a great 


empire to a ſmall one, was capable of ma- 


king 
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king hols: application ; and hence it Lip 
been remarked, that his negociations with 
the court of France required uncommon 
abilities, and his ſucceſs in the arduous work 
proves that during a long lite, he had prac- 
tically ſtudied the philolophy of man. 

France having taken a decided part in_ 
favour of America,'nothing could be expeR- 
ed but an immediate war with England,— 
| The declaration delivered at London by 
their ambaſſador, and the great naval pre- 
' parations in every part of the kingdom, 
plainly indicated their delign. The Sieur 
Girard was appointed ambaſſador to the 
New States; but before his departure, our 
crafty DoQor had planned a moſt excellent 
ſcheme for the ſurprize and capture of the 
- Britiſh fleet and army, whether on the Dela- 
ware, or its borders. —The Count D'Eſtaing 
with a ſuperior fleet was employed for this 
purpoſe, and would moſt certainly have ef- 
tected it, if fortunately the winds and wea- 
ther had not prevented. 

The French admiral, meeting with bad 
_ weather, arrived too late; as the Engliſh 
army had evacuated Philadephaa, and their 
fleet oor. late to Sandy Hook, ſo that be 
G::-.- found 
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found himſelf fully employed the remaining 


part of the ſeaſon, to manceuvre and contend 


with one of the moſt able officers in the 
Britiſh navy. 


Reflecting on the ſtrange viciſſitudes of 
human life, we are led (very naturally) to 


_ contemplate a ſtriking contraſt. A few 


years ago we ſaw the Britons and Americans 


engaged as brethren, in one common cauſe, 
and: arduouſly: endeavouring to limit and 
deſtroy the French power, in every part of | 


the globe. We now fee a tranſition unex- 


peed, ſurpriſing, and unnatural! Thoſe 


very people who are * fleſh of our fleſh and 


bone of our bone,” uniting with our rivals 


and avowed enemies, and attempting to de- 
ſtroy that indulgent parent from whom they 
had received their exiſtence and proſperity : 


And all this principally brought about by 


the craft and agency of a ſelf-taught philo- 
lopher and politician, who in his early years, 
wheeled a barrow loaded with printed 
papers, in the ſtreets of PhiladeJphia, and 
got his livelihood 'by working at the preſs. 
Thus do the baſe things of this. world and 
things that are deſpiſed, confound the things 
which are mighty ; probably to teach us 
that however extenſive our empire, however 

| great. 


(47 ) 


great our exaltation, little cauſes may fruf: 
| tate. the beſt concerted ſchemes, and that 
_ pride was never made for man! 
| The attachment of the French nation to 
America was carried, at this time, to ſuch a 
degree of enthuſiaſm, as is difficult to be 
conceived : There were few perſons who 
bore an intereſted part in the conteſt, but 
employed their moſt famous artiſts and firſt 
writers, But among ſo many charatters 
Dr. Franklin was diſtinguiſhed 1n a particu- 
lar manner; and of the ſeveral homages 
that were inceſſantly offered to his merit, 
none could be more flattering than the pro- 
vinces of France contending with each other, 
for having given birth to ſome of his ancel-_ 
tors, and endeavouring to prove by the 
ſimilarity of names, that he derived his deſcent 
from among them. The following textratt 
. from the Gazette of. Amiens, the capital of 
 Picardy in France, is a convincing proof of 
What 18 here advanced. *& The king's painter 
at Paris,” ſays the editor, © has lately diſ-_ 
played the utmoſt efforts of his genius, in an 
elegant picture, dedicated to the genius of 
Franklin, —Mr. Franklin is repreſented in 
It, oppoſing with one hand the Agis of 
G 2 Minerva 


ee aaa 


48 ) 


Minerva to the thunderbolt, which he firſt 
knew how to fix by his conduRors, and with 


the other commanding the God of War to 


fight againſt Avarice and Tyranny ; whilſt 
America nobly reclining upon him, and 
holding in her hand the faſces, a true em- 
blem of the union of the American States, 
looks down with tranquillity on her defeated 
enemies, The painter 1 this picture moſt 
beautifully expreſſed the idea of this Latin 
verſe which has been io A pang 
to Dr. Franklin. 

« Eripuit de ccelo fulmen, FO IIOG tyrannis.” 


* The name of Franklin 1s luthciently 


_ celebrated that one may glory in bearing 1 it, 
and a nation pride herſelf in having given 


birth to the anceſtors of a man, who has 


' rendered his name ſo famous. We think 
ourſelves entitled to diſpute with the Engliſh 


nation, an honour of which they have ren- 


dered themſelves unworthy. Franklin ap- 


pears to be rather of a French than an Eng- 


Iifh original. It is certain that the name of 


Franklin or Franquelin is very common in 


Picardy, eſpecially in the diſtrits of Vimeu 
and Ponthieu. Ir is very probable that one 


of the Doctor's anceſtors has been an inha- 
bitant 
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| bitant of this country, and has gone over to 


England with the fleet of Jean de Biencourt, 
or that which was fitted ont by the nobility 


of this province. In genealogical matters, 


there are bolder conjettures than this; there 


| was al. Abbeville, in the 1 5th and 16th cen- 
tury, a family of the name of Franklin. We 


ſee in the public records of the town, one 
John and Thomas Franquelin, woollen dra- 
pers, in 1521; this family remained at Abbe 
Ville till the year 1600: they have fince_ 


been diſperſed through the country, and 
there are ſtill ſome of their deſcendants ſo 


far as Auz la Chateau. Theſe obſerva- 
tions are a new homage which we offer to 


the genius of Franklin.” 


It was 1n this year that his moſt Chriſtan 


| Majeſty conftituted, by letters-patent, the 
royal medical ſociety of France. It conſiſts 
of thirty members, all doors of phylic, and 


reſidents m Paris, of whom twenty are to 
be of the medical faculty of the univerſity 
of that city ; of ſixty other members, reſi- 


| dents in any other part of France; and of 
lixty other members, ſubje&s of any other 


ſtate. Beſides theſe, the ſociety may honour | 
with the title of Correſpondents any num- 
ber 
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ber of gentlemen 1n France, or elſewhere.— 


The King was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh \Dr. 


Franklin by placing his name at the head 


of the hiſt of its foreion members. 
Such was the manner in which the Doc- 


tor was honoured and celebrated in France; 


his influence alſo extended to the court of 
Spain, and diffuſed a favourable opinion of 
the American war in ſeveral other countries. 
Nothing was now wanting, on his part, to 


raiſe the ſpirits of the Americans; and his 
letters to his numerous correſpondents were 
_ particularly written for this expreſs purpole. 


* All Europe is for you,” ſays he in one of 
his epiſtles. © The ſeparate conſtitutions 


of the ſeveral ſtates are alſo tranſlating and 


publiſhing here, which afford abundance of 


ſpeculation to the politicians of Europe ; 


and it 1s a very general opinion, that if you 
ſucceed 1n eſtabliſhing your liberties, you 


will, as ſoon as peace 1s reſtored, receive an 


immenſe addition of numbers and wealth 
from Europe, by the families who will go 
over to participate of your privileges, and 
carry their eſtates with them, Tyranny 1s 
ſo generally eſtabliſhed in the reſt of the 
world that the proper” of an alylum in 


America, 
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America, for thoſe who love liberty, gives 
general joy, and your caule 1s eſteemed the 
cauſe' of{mankind.” ts 
| Great: was the Doftor's ſucceſs in procu- 
ring aſſiſtance of every kind from theſe new 
allies; and/in money affairs, the Congreſs 
looked up to him in every emergency. His 
friend Mr. Silas Deane, 1n a letter from Paris 
to Colonel: William Duer of New York; re- | 
preſents his important ſervices at the court 
of France, in the following language: ._ 

© Congreſs drew bills on Mr. Preſident 
Laurens, as being in Holland, many months 
before he ſailed from America; they drew 
en Mr. Jay long before his arrival in Spain; 
thele bills have been honoured, and you in 
America have been taught to believe that 
it was from money received in Spain and 
Holland—no ſuch thing. Thoſe bills have 
been-uniformly ſent to Dr. Franklin tor pay- 
ment;.even the ſalaries of Mr. Jay and Mr. 
Adams and their ſuits, have been drawn for 
on Dr, Franklin, who has paid them out. of 
the monies received here. The agents of 
private ſtates have been furniſhed with mo- 
ney. for their.\exigencies, out of the ſums 
ones for Sſupportn of our army ; our 
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ambaſſadors and agents have for ſame time 
| paſt, coſt us at leaſt twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling per annum. The relief of pi 
' and other contingencies, more than as much 
more; all this has been taken from the mo- 

| ney afforded us by France for our army.— 
Congrels, though repeatedly adviſed by Dr. 
Franklin not to draw on him, have continu | 
ed to draw without bounds, and generally 
without advice.” 

From this view of affairs, it is evident 2” 
that the addreſs and abilities of this crafty IM 
politician, were of the higheſt conlequence 
to the credit of congreſs; and that probably 
without him, they never could have ſup- Ek 
ported the war at home, or ſent any agents 
and commulſoners abroad ; but muſt have 
failed through want of the neceſſary re- 
fources: for how much ſoever America may 
plume herſelf with the ideas of Viftory and 
Independence, yet we are ſure, that without 
France, all her ownefforts would have proved 
ineffettual. It was thus, for near nine years 
that Dr. Franklin was engaged in the moſt 
important ſcenes, as miniſter plenipotenti- 

_ ary from the United States to the court of _ 
F Fance; and having rendered his country 
permna- 
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permanent and eſſential ſervices, he return- 
ed to America in the month of September, 
1785, inthe ſhip London packet, Captain 

Truxton. . 
On his arrival at Philadelphia, he was re- 
ceived at the wharf by a vaſt number of 
citizens who attended him to his houſe with 
_ acclammations of joy; whilſt the diſcharge of 
cannon and the ringing of bells announced 
| the event to the country around. The 
Philadelphians appeared to vie with each 
other in exhibiting teſtimonies of their 
eſteem. The Houſe of Aſſembly, the facul- 
ty of the univerſity, and other ſocieties, pre- 
ſented him with their affeCtionate addreſſes ; 
and in Ottober following, he was eleQted_ 
governor of the ſtate of Pennſylvania; in 
which office he continued to Oftober, 1788, 
Nothing could exceed the hopes formed 
by the people of America, from the recog- 
nition and eſtabliſhment of their indepen- 
dence; and Dr. Franklin, during the whole 
conteſt, had by his letters and flattering re- 
_ preſentations, impreſſed them with the moſt 
extravagant notions of future dignity and 
proſperity. Fond of the whims and theo- 
ries of their own brains, they expectsd their 
'- SR ER 
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new democratic conſtitutions would become 
the admiration of the world :—their com- 
merce was to be as free as air, navies were 
to ariſe which would cover the ocean, and 


their manufatturers, aided by the numerous 


emigrants from Europe, were inſtantane- 
ouſly to produce the fineſt fabrics. In ſhort, 
all nations were to court their ſmiles and 
dread their frowns, and Great-Britain was 
to repeal her obnox1ous navigation-aR, and 
to ſue for their alliance. 


At the return of peace, theſe were the 


fond expeCtations of the Americans ; but the 


Door on his acceſſion to the chair of the 


firſt magiſtrate, found himſelf greatly diſap- 
pointed. The ſtate over which he preſided 
was rent aſunder with faQtion, and the other 
ſtates of the union had loſt all the credit, 
dignity and efficiency of government ; their 
trade was circumſcribed, and their mer- 
chants bankrupt. Amid theſe diſtreſles, the 
reſolutions and ordinances of their Congreſs 
were neglected and deſpiſed ; and many be- 
gan to doubt, whether there was any exilt- 
ing government. At length it was found 
requiſite to call a general convention of the 
ſtates, as an effort for Omag their credit, 

and 


SW. 


and forming a more energetic conſtitution, 


They met at Philadelphia in 1788; and Dr. 
Franklin appeared among(it them as one of 
the repreſentatives for the ſtate of Pennſyl- 
vania. At the concluſion of their delibera- 
| tions, the DoQtor is ſaid to have delivered 
the following ſpeech, in which he expreſles 
no great approbation of the new federal 
ſyſtem, or any ſanguine expeCtation from its 
adoption ; but ſeems to recommend it as a 
matter of necellity, 


« Mr. PRESIDENT, 
« I confeſs that I do not entirely approve 
of this conſtitution at preſent ; but, Sir,” L 


am not ſure I ſhall never approve it: F or 


having lived long, I have experienced many 
inſlances of being obliged by better infor- 
mation, or fuller conſideration, to change 
opinions, even on important ſubjetts; which 
I once thought right, but found to be other- 
wiſe, It is therefore the older I grow, the 
more apt I am to doubt my own judgment, 
and to pay more reſpet to the judgment of 
others. Moſt men indeed, as well as moſt 
ſetts in religion, think themſelves in. poſ- 
ſeſſion of all truth, and that wherever others 
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| that the only difference between our two 


_ infallible, and the church of England never 


1n the Wrong. 


ly as a certain French lady, who in a little 


| becauſe I think a general government neceſ- 
 fary for us, and there 1s no form of govern- 


(08-1) 
differ from them, it is ſo far an error. Steele, 
a Proteſtant, in a dedication tells the Pope, 


churches, in their opinions of the certainty 
of their do&trines, 1s, the Romiſh church 1s 


© But though many private cerfors think 
almoſt as highly of their own infallibility 
as that of their ſe, few exprels 1t ſo natural- 


diſpute with her fiſter ſaid, I don't know 
how it happens, ſiſter, but I meet with no- 
body but myſelf that is always in the right. 
* Il n'y a que mot qui a toujours raiſon.” 
In theſe ſentiments, Sir, I agree to this con- 
ſitution, with all its faults, if they are ſuch; 


ment, but what may be a bleſſing, if well 
adminiſtered : and I believe farther, that 
this is likely to be well adminiſtered for 
a courſe of years, and can only end in 
deſpotiſm, as other forms have done be- 
ſore it, when the people ſhall become ſo 
corrupted as to need deſpotic government, 
being incapable of any other. IT doubt 
| toO, 
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obtain, may be able to make a better con- 


of men, to have the advantage of their joint 
wiſdom, ou inevitably aſlemble, with thoſe 


errors of opinion, their local intereſt, and 
their ſelfiſh views. From ſuch an aſſembly, 
_ can a perfett produttion be expected ? It 
therefore aſtoniſhes me, Sir, to find this 
ſyſtem approaching ſo near to perfe&ion 
as 1t does; and I think it will aſtoniſh our 
enemies, who are waiting with confidence to 
hear that our councils are confounded, like 
thoſe of the builders of Babel ; and that our 
ſtates are on the point of ſeparation, only to 
meet hereafter for the purpoſe of cutting 
_ each other's throats. 

«* Thus I conſent, Sir, to this conſtitution, 
becauſe I expect no better; and becauſe I 
am not ſure that this 1s not the beſt. The 
opinions I have had of its errors, I ſacrifice 
to the public good: I have never whiſpered 
a {yllable of them abroad —within theſe walls 
they were born, and here they ſhall die. If 
every one of us 1n returning to our conſti- 
- tuents, were to report the objections he has 


had 


_; 
<3 


too, whether any other convention we can 


ſtitution ; for when you aſſemble a number 


men, all their prejudices, their paſſions, their 
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had to it, and endeavour to gain partizans 


in ſupport of them, we might prevent its 
being generally received, and. thereby loſe 
all the ſalutary effe&ts and great advantages 


reſulting naturally m our favour among to- 


reign nations, as well as among ourſelves, 
for our real or apparent unanimity, Much 


of the ſtrength and efhcacy of any govern- 


ment in procuring, and in ſccuring happi- 
nels to the people, depend on opinion ; on 


| the general opinion of the goodneſs of that 
govertiment, as well as of the wiſdom and 


integrity of its governors. 

* I hope, therefore, that for our fakes as 
a part of the people, and for the ſake of our 
poſterity, we ſhall a& heartily and unani- 


moully in recommending this conſtitution 


where-ever our influence may extend, and 


turn our future thoughts and endeavours to 


the means of having 1t well adminiſtered. 
'* On the whole, Sir, I cannot help ex- 
preſiing a wiſh, that every member of the 
convention who may ſtill have objeCtions 
to it, would with me, on this occaſion, 


doubt a little of his in{allibulity, and to 


make manzfeſt our Unanimity; put his name 
to this inſtrument,” 


"Then 
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Then the motion was made for adding 


the laſt formula, v:z. 


« Done in convention, by the unanimous 
conſent, &c.” which was agreed to, and 
added accordingly. | 

This was the laſt ſpeech the doftor ever 


delivered in a public capacity ; but while 


his faculties continued in vigour, the preſs 
teemed with his admonitory political pro- 
duttions. Men ſeldom or never relinquiſh 
thoſe ftudies and purſuits to which they 


have been early accuſtomed; hence we ſee 


the Rev. Mr. John Weſley, at the age of 


_etghty-ſeven, preaching at Bath, and taking 


his annual circuit through the kingdom ; 
and Dr. Franklin, when nearly at the ſame 
age, was buſily employed in his favourne 
ſchemes, and entertained weekly at his own 


| houſe, a Society for Political and Philoſophucal 


Inquiries ; ſo juſt is the obſervation of the 
poet : 
Quo ſeme!l eſt imbuta recens, ſervabit odorem 
| Teſta div. | 
The doQor was never diſtinguiſhed as an 
orator ; in public bodies, or private focie- 


_ ties, he ſeldom troubled his audience with 
long ſpeeches : He ſeemed always to have 


been 
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been careful to hide his own ſentiments, but 
read the faces, and watched with a ſedulous 
attention to diſcover thoſe of others, 

As a writer, his publications are nume- 
rous, conſiſting chiefly of ſhort pieces on 
philoſophical, political, and economical 
ſubje&ts, and moſt of them calculated to 


ſerve ſome preſent purpoſe. Such is his 


late piece entitled © Information to thoſe 
who would wiſh to remove to America.” — 
"The deſign of which is, to encourage the 
farmers and mechanics of Europe to em1- 
grate to that country. 

But to obviate the pernicious tendency 
of this performance, it becomes neceſſary 
to provide an antidote againſt the Dottor's 
 emigrating inſtruttions.—I ſhall therefore, 


as an impartial obſerver, beſtow a ſew {tric- 
tures thereon, and produce the unqueſtion- | 


able authority of ſeveral reſpectable Writers, 
| by which it will appear, that the citizens of 
Araerica in general are not happier than the 


ſubjes living under the benign influence_ 


acd-protection of the Britiſh conſtitution. 
— The Dottor informs us, that © it cannot 
« be worth any man's while, who has the 


«© means of lroing at home, to expatriate him- 
'6 ſelf 
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« ſelf in hopes of obtaining a profitable 


« civil office in America; and as to military 
«* offices, they are now at an end with the 


« war, the armies being diſbanded.” —We 


perfettly coincide with this ſentiment, as any 


man muſt be tin&tured with ſome degree of 


inſanity, to leave a certainty for uncertainty: 
few civil offices in America are worth the 


attention of a man of enterprize and genius ; 


and, as to their military offices, long before 


| the peace took place, they went a-begging, 
_ and could not recommend any perſon to the 


leaſt degree of credit and reputation. In a 
ſubſequent ſentence, the dottor ſpeaks very 


 contemptuouſlly of © b:7t/, perſons of quality, 
'and gentlemen.” —It is true indeed, that ſuch 


charaQters are not the moſt eligible for the 
purpoles. of emigration; but yet in every 
country, they have been and will be reſpett- 
ed—and whether the DoCtor ever made the 
obſervation or not, it is certain, that the 


Americans are as fond of affetting the cha- 
_ raters of gentlemen, and perſons of rank, 
as any people under heaven, Many of them 


emerging from very humble obſcurity, and 


perſons of the loweſt occupations, have 
Higured away in the cabinet and in the field; 
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and it has been a moſt ſevere trial, perhaps 


worſe than death, that after having taſted 


the ſweets of diſtintion and military rank, 
the diſtreſſes and diſappointments conſe- 


_ quent to the eſtabliſhment of peace, have 


obliged them to fall back into their former 
ranks, and to hide their diminiſhed heads. 
The Dottor further acquaints us, that 


* with regard to the encouragements for ſtran- 
 & gers from (the American) Government, they 
* are only what are derwed from good laws 


«* and liberty.” Can any ſubje& of the Bri- 
tiſh government imagine that theſe young 
ſtates are capable of making better laws 


than are exiſting in their own country? It 


may be confidently aſſerted that a greater 
ſecurity for life, liberty and property 1s no 
where generally. enjoyed than in Great- 
Britain. A Britiſh att of parliament relative 
to any ſpecies of property may be truſted; 

but will the Americans place any reliance 
on an att of any of their ſtates, reſpe&ing 


the various emiſſions of their paper cur- 


rency ?—Experience proves the contrary, 
—Their legiſlatures have all defrauded; 
* there 1s none that has done good, no not 
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one.” —Ever ſince the peace, they have efta- 
bliſhed iniquity for law, and deviated from 


| theprinciples of reCtitude and juſtice, in ma- 
king ſuch laws as violated private contrafts, 


defrauded creditors, and cheated thouſands, 


even their own poor ſoldiers, who ſuffered 


in the war, cold, nakedneſs, and hunger. 

It is a univerſal complaint that ſcarce a 
debt, contratted by the people of theſe ſtates, 
is punttually diſcharged ; but every artifice 
is employed to procraſtinate and finally 
evade payment, How unhappy is the con- 
ſideration that the laws and juſlice of a coun- 


' try ſhould ſee fraud and knavery reduced to £ 


a ſcience, at which they ſeem to wink a moſt 


hearty approbation ? and it may be juſtly ad- 


mitted, that no people have ever afforded 


ſuch aſtoniſhing proofs of a proficiency1nthis 


reſpect, in the ſhort ſpace of the laſt ſix years. 


This, although it ſhould not have any evil 
influence on their future proſpetts, 1s preg- 
nant with a train of miſchievous effects and 


conlequences, which are ſeverely felt at pre- 
ſent, and of neceſſity muſt ever attend it. 
It involves mechanics in ruin, merchants 1n 
difficulties, and brings perplexity and dil- 
couragement upon the honeſt farmer, By a 

= perſeve- 
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perſeverance in ſuch conduR, they have ren- 
dered themſelves contemptibleand unworthy 
to be credited at home or abroad. Knaves 
are the peſt of ſociety, and the bane of good 
= neighbourhood ; but there being ſo large a 
| portion of this claſs of people throughout 
| the United States, there is a conflant neceſſity 
of ſuſpicious vigilance among all; and the 
_ 11] and apparently lucrative example, makes 
a deplorable impreſſion on the riſing gene- 
ration. By theſe deſtructive miſcreants, the 
{11Y | honeſt and deſerving become the prey of 
Ml!  _ attormies, who are in this reſpett a people 
|| ſui generts, who always find their account in 
the diſhoneſty of the world. Should this 
fatal attachment to degenerate principles 
_ continue in America, it will of courſe tend 
to corrupt even the new federal legiſlature, 
| and cauſe them to be equally fradulent with 
[i the ſlates legiſlatures, whoſe neglect of dil- 
Iſh tributive juſtice has juſtly merited univerſal 
Bt  abhorrence. ; $dy, 
| The DoQor proceeds to deſcribe what 
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11118 | kind of perſons they are, to whom an eml- 
[| | oration to America may be advantageous, 


and what the advantages they may reaſon- 
ably expe&t. © Hearty young labouring men, 
| « who 
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& who underſtand the huſbandry of corn and 
cattle, which tis nearly the ſame in that 
country as m Europe, may eaſily eſtabliſh 

themſelves here. A little money ſaved of the 

*« good money they Yecetve, while they work for 

*. others, enables them to buy land and begin 

*« therr plantation, 1m which they are aſſiſted 


« by the goodwill of their nerghbours and ſome 


« credit.” TC 
The picture drawn here of the facility 
with which hearty young men may eſtabliſh 


themſelves in farms and plantations, 1s more 


flattering than true. Let it be conſidered 
that the lands in America, for a confider- 
able diſtance from the ſea-coaſt, have been 
all taken up and occupied for many years. 
It is eaſy to perceive that any farms and 
plantations, in the ſettled parts of the coun- 
try cannot be procured, but by purchaſe, 
ſome of them at 10 guineas per acre; andif_ 
an emigrant goes back four or five hundred 
miles from any market, what difficulties will 
he not experience, whilſt felling the trees 


of the deſert, and clearing his land for til- 


lage? What neighbours will he there find ? 
I will inform him—ſome wretched bank- 
rupt people, who have fled from the ſettled 
TIS; parts 
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parts of the country, to be out of the reach 


of their creditors; others that are fugitives 
from the hands of juſtice; and others, whoſe 


lands on the ſea-coaſt being worn out, have 
retreated to live 1n 1dleneſs by fiſhing and 
hunting, and a little tillage, much -in the 
ſtyle and manner of Indians.—Theſe peo- 
ple in general are deſtitute of money, and 
many of the comforts and conventencies 
of life ; cloathed in rags, they live in huts 
or log houſes, in filth and wretchedneſs. It 


15 ealy to talk about money to be ſaved, the 


goodwill of neighbours and ſome credit, for 
the obtaining of a ſettlement; but in a 


_ country where money is ſcarcer than in any 


other in the world, it 1s no eaſy matter to 
get 1t ; and credit 15 now out of the queſtion; 


that benevolence and good-will which once 


ſubfiſted, is quite done away— mutual con- 


fidence deſtroyed ; and the diftincions of 


whig and tory, federaliſt and antefederalift, 


| have taken place. The late war, and the 
difhculties of the preſent times, have embit- 
tered the minds of neighbours towards each 
_ Other, and a man's foes will too often be 


thoſe of his own houſchold. In ſettlements 
where once hoſpitality and kindneſs reigned, 


there 
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there you will now find diſtruſt and enmity. 
As to good money, it 1s almoſt unknown in 
America :—guineas, half joes, and other ſpe- 
cies of gold coin, are all under weight, cut, 
ſweated, and circumciſed, that it requires 
_ great circumſpettion, when you receive a 
ſum of money, to prevent being cheated. 
But perhaps the Doctor calls the nume- 
Tous kinds of American paper-currency— 
good money. It is much to be lamented that 
fuch multitudes of people ever took it as 
ſuch: greater deceptions were never prac- 
tiſed on any nation ; and thouſands of help- 
leſs families will have reaſon, for years to 
come, to deplore the injury, ruin and in- 
juſtice they have ſuffered. The text of the 
Dottor's mnſtruttions, 1n this place, might 
read thus: '* Hearty young huſbandmen, who 
can endure the extremes of heat and cold, 
and can be daring enough to baniſh them- 
ſelves far from civilized towns and popu- 
lous cities, into deſert woods and mguntains, 
among a race of runnagates and crackers, 
equally wild and ſavage as the Indians, may 
emigrate to America—Poor artizans, gf the 
neceſfary and uſeful kind, to ſupply thoſe 
cultivators of the earth with utenſils of the 
, groſler 
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(G6) 
grofler ſorts, which cannot be readily brought 
from Europe, may emigrate to this land of 
promiſe, where they muſt be youy induſtri- 
ous, and ſhift hard for a living.” ——Surely 
they will revere the memory of the good 


Door for ſuch kind information ; but I am 
perſuaded that many of them, having no 


inclination to become white negroes, will ex- 


ert their jinduſtry for a livelihood among 


their own friends, and in their native coun- 


try, from a convittion that, if they leave 1 It, 


& they neer will ſee the like again.” 


But we are aſſured, that © all perſons of 
* moderate fortunes and capitals, who having 
«* a number of children to provide for, and are 
defirous of bringing them up to mduſtry, 


c 


La) 


* and to ſecure eſtates for their poſterity, have 


* ofpportunittes m America, which Europe | 
doth not afford.” | 

This propoſition 18 worthy ſome atten- 
tion, leſt families of a moderate fortune 
ſhould be ruined by making the experiment 
here recommended.—In the firſt place, it 1s 
extremely troubleſome and expenſive for 


La) 


people with families to croſs the Atlantic ; 


they will be neceſſarily ſubje& to many in- 
conveniencies and dangers, . with which 
T2: ſuch 
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ſuch as have travelled are well acquainted. 
Their voyage to America, and the journey of 
ſeveral hundred miles back to the wilderneſs 


of the frontier ſettlements, for people of amo- 
derate fortune cannot afford to buy land any- 
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expend their * moderate” ſtock of caſh. 
When they come there, they muſt build a 
hut or hog-houſe to live in, and begin to 
clear the land. Proviſions of all kinds muſt 
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of their family ſhould fall fick, which is 
very common to people in a new climate, 
to what diſtreſs will they not be reduced in 
thele frontier ſettlements? and it is an hun- 
dred to one, they will not be able to get a 
phyſician to aſſiſt them. Children in theſe 
back countries, ſo far from being brought 
up to induſtry, generally ſpend their time 
in hunting and ſhooting, and have little or 
no means of education, They are fre- 
quently to be ſeen running about, almoſt 
naked, in the woods of Virginia and North- 
Carolina. 


But 1t is ſurprizing the do&or ſhould re- 


here” Sed LA Mee be jb ba its 6.5 
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where elſe, will almoſt, it not altogether, 


be purchaſed at a dear rate, whilſt they 
are employed about this; but ſuppoſe any 


commend America for the mechanic arts, 
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when It 1s well known, that European 
workmen are always preferred, both for 
their induſtry and ikill in buſineſs. In truth, 
there can be no compariſon between the 
induſtry of the inhabitants of the United 
States and that of the people of Great Bri- 
tain, What induſtry there 1s in America, 
is moſtly to be found in the New England 
governments ; travelling from thence to the 
fouthward, you will diſcover a great de- 
clenfion of this uſeful virtue, ariſing from 
the climate and manner of living. There 
is no country on the globe where the labo- 
_rious part of the white people drink more 
| ſpirituous liquors than in America. Inſtead 
of wholeſome beer and cyder for their com- 
mon drink, they make uſe of grog, a mix- 
ture of rum and water; the former in gene- 
ral 1s very indifferent ; for 1t 1s either New 
| England rum, which is called ſtznkabus, or 
i new rum of the Weſt-India iſlands. A me-_ 
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chanic or labouring-man accuſtomed to this 
liquid fire, finds that one tumbler creates a 
neceſſity for another, ſo that a habit of 
drinking this pernicious mixture is eaſily 
and imperceptibly acquired. As this habit 
ſtrengthens 3 In a man, his induſtry declines, 

and 
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and he becomes at laſt enervated, and en- 


tirely devoted to rum. I have ſeen thou- 


ſands of miſerable and emaciated [petacles 
of this kind; and thouſands are yearly de- 


Riroyed by it. Hence the American mecha-_ 
nics, in general, are very indolent; and, 


during the war, I have frequently heard the 
maſters of mechanic trades wiſh they could 


_ get journeymen from Europe—tfor this rea- 
ſon, becauſe, when firſt they come out, they 


are more induſtrious, and not addifted to 
rum: but Iam ſorry to add, I have ſome- 
times heard theſe ſame maſters lament, that 


| thoſe European journeymen were ſoon cor- 


rupted, and fell into this beaſtly vice, there- 


by deſtroying their uſefulneſs and their lives. 


| I ſhall now corroborate the truth of the 
obſervations I have made, by quoting ſome 
American teſtimonies. © The Remarks of 
a Citizen of Philadelphia, on the Progreſs | 
of Population, Agriculture, Manners and. 


| Government, in Pennſylvania, in a Letter 


to a Friend in England,” will give us a 
clear idea of forming ſettlements in that 
ſtate, which is accounted the firſt and hap- 


pieſt in America,—lIt is as follows : 
K 2 | 8. The 
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&« The firſt ſettler in the woods is gene- 


rally a man who has outlived his credit, or 


fortune, in the cultivated parts of the ſlate, 


His time for migrating 1s in the month of 


April : his firſt obje& is to build a ſmall 
cabbin of rough logs for himſelf and family. 
The floor of this cabbin is of earth, the 


roof 1s of ſplit logs:—the light is received 


through the door; and, in ſome inſtances, 


through a ſmall window made of greaſed 
| Paper. A coarſer building adjoining this. 


cabbin affords ſhelter to a cow, and pair of 
good horſes. The labour of erecting theſe 
buildings 1s ſucceeded by killing the trees 
on a few acres of ground near the cabbin; 
this is done by cutting a circle round the 
trees, two or three feet from the ground. 


- The ground around theſe trees is then plow- 


ed, and Indian corn planted in i1t—the ſea- 
lon for planting this grain 1s about the 20th 
of May ; it grows generally on new ground 
with but little cultivation, and yields 1n the 
month. of Ottober following, from 40 to 50 
buſhels per acre. After the 1ſt of Septem- 
ber, it affords a good deal of nouriſhment 


to his family, in its green or unripe ſtate, in 


the form of what is called roaſling ears : his 
tamily 


( 73) 
family is fed during the ſummer by a ſmall 
quantity of grain which he carries with him, 
and by fiſh and game. His cows and horſes 
| feed upon wild graſs, or the ſucculent twigs 


_ of the woods. For the firſt year, he en- 


dures a: great deal of diſtreſs from hunger, 
cold, and a variety of accidental cauſes ; but 
he ſeldom complains, or {inks under them. 
—As he hves in the neighbourhood of In- 


dians, he ſoon acquires a ſtrong tinfture of 


' their manners. His exertions, while they 


continue, are violent ; but they are ſucceed- 


ed by long intervals of reſt: his pleaſures 


conſiſt chiefly in fiſhing and hunting: heloves 


ſpirituous liquors; and he eats, drinks and 
ſleeps in dirt and rags in his little cabbin. 
In his intercourſe with the world, he mani- 
feſts all the art which charaRterizes the In- 


dians of our country. In this ſituation he 
palles two or three years. In proportion as 


population increaſes around him, ' he be- 
comes unealy and diſlatisfied. Formerly his 
cattle ranged at large; but now his neigh- 
bours call upon him to confine them within 
fences, to prevent their treſpaſſing | upon 
their' fields of grain. Formerly he fed his 


tamily with wild animals; but theſe, which 
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fly from the face of man, now ceaſe to afford 
him an eaſy ſubſiſtence; and he is compelled 
to raiſe domeſtic animals for the ſupport of 
his family. Above all, he revolts againſt 
the. operation of laws; he cannot bear to 
ſurrender up a ſingle natural right, for all 
the benefits of government; and therefore 
he abandons his little ſettlement, and ſeeks 
a retreat in the woods, where he again ſub- 
mits to all the toils which have been men- 
tioned. —There are inſtances of many men 
who have broken ground on bare creation, 
not leſs than four times this way, in diffe- 
rent and more advanced parts of the ſtate. 
It has been remarked, that the flight of this 
claſs of people 1s always increaſed by the 
preaching of the goſpel. This will not ſur- | 
prize us, when we conſider how oppoſite 1ts_ 
precepts are to their licentious manner of 
living. If our firſt ſettler was the awner of 
the ſpot of land which he began to culti- 
vate, he ſells it at a conſiderable profit to 
his ſucceſſor ; but if, as is oftener the caſe, 
he was a tenant to ſome rich landholder, he 
abandons 1t in debt ; however, the ſmall im- 
Proyements he leaves behind him, generally 

make 


C 98-7 
make it an objeRt of immediate demand to a 
ſecond ſpecies of lettler. 
| « This ſpecies of ſettler is generally a 
man of ſome property ; he pays one third 
or fourth part, in caſh, for his plantation, 
- which conſiſts of three or four hundred 
acres, and the reſt in gales or inſtalments, 
as it is called here; that is, a certain ſum 
yearly, without intereſt, till the whole is 
paid. ——The firſt objet of this ſettler is to 
' build an addition to his cabbin : this is done 
| with hewed logs; and as ſaw-mills generally 
| follow ſettlements, his floors are* made of 
boards, his roof is made of what is called 
clapboards, which are a kind of coarſe 
ſhingles, ſplit out, of ſhort oak logs : this 
houſe is divided by two floors, on each of 
which are two rooms ; under the whole, a 
cellar walled with ſtone: the cabbin ſerves 
as a kitchen to his houſe. His next obje& 
is to clear a little meadow-ground, and 
plant an orchard of two or three hundred 
apple-trees : his ſtable is likewiſe enlarged ; 
and, in the courſe of a year or two, he 
builds a long barn, the roof of which is com- | 
monly thatched with rye-ſtraw : he, more- 
over, encreaſes the quantity of his arable 
land ; 
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land; and, inſtead of cultivating Indian 
corn, he raiſes a quantity of wheat and rye; 
the latter 1s cultivated chiefly for the pur- 
pole of being diſtilled into whiſkey. This 


 Tpecies of ſettler by no means extratts all 


from the earth, which it 1s able and willing 
to give: His fields yield but a ſcanty in- 
creaſe, owing to the ground not being ſuf- 
ficiently plowed—the hopes of the year are 


often blaſted by his cattle breaking through 


his half-made fences, and deſtroying his 


grain—his horſes perform but half the la- 


bour that. might be expeRted from them, if 
they were better fed; and his cattle often 
die in the ſpring from the want of proviſion 
and the delay of graſs—his houſe as well as 
his farm, bear many marks of a weak tone 
of mind—his windows are unglazed, or, if 
they have any glaſs in- them, the ruins of it 
are ſupplied with old hats or pillows. This 
ſpecies of ſettler is ſeldom a good member 
of civil or religious ſociety : with a large 


portion of hereditary mechanical kind of 


religion, he neglects to contribute ſulficient- 
ly cowards, building a church, or maintain- 
ing a regular adminiſtration of the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel : with high ideas of 
liberty, 
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liberty, he refuſes to bear his proportion of 
the'debt contracted by its eſtabliſhment in 
our country—he delights chiefly in com- 
pany, ſometimes drinks ſpirituous liquors to 
exceſs, will ſpend a day or two in every 
. week, -in attending political meetings; and 
thus he contratts debts which, if he cannot 
diſcharge in a depreciated paper currency, 

compel him to ſell his plantation, generally: 
in the courſe of a few years, to the third and 
laſt ſpecies of ſettler. 

© This ſpecies of ſettler is commonly a 
man of property and good charatter; ſome- 
times he is the ſon of a wealthy farmer, in 
one of the interior and ancient counties of 
| the ſtate. —His firſt objett 1s to convert eve- 
ry ſpot of ground, over which he is able to 
draw water, into meadow ; where this cannot 
be done, he ſeleEts the moſt fertile ſpot on the 
farm, and devotes it by manure to that pur- 
poſe— His next obje& 1s to build a barn, 
which he prefers of ſtone. This building is 
in ſome inſtances, 100 feet in front, and 
40in depth; it is made very compa, ſo as 
to ſhut out the cold in winter ; for our far- 
mers find that their horſes and cattle, when 


kept warm, do not require near as much 
| | # __ food, 
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food, as when they are expoſed to the cold. 
He uſes economy likewiſe in the conſump- 


tion of his wood: Hence he keeps himſelf 
warm in winter. His fences are' every 
where repaired, ſo as to ſecure his grain 
from his own and neighbours' cattle. But 


{urther, he encreaſes the number of the 
articles of his cultivation, and inſtead of 
railing corn, wheat, and rye alone, he allots 


an.acre or two of ground for a garden, in 
which he raiſes a Jarge quantity of cabbage 


_ and potatoes. His newly-cleared fields af- 


ford him every year a large increaſe of 


turnips : Over the ſpring, which ſupplies 


him with water, he builds a milk-houſe ; he 
likewiſe adds to the number and improves 
the quality of his fruit trees—his ſons work 


by his fide all the year, and his wife and 


daughters forſake the dairy and the ſpinning 


wheel to ſhare with him in the tolls of har- 
veſt, —The laſt objett of his induſtry 1s to 


build a dwelling-houle — this buſineſs is 
ſometimes effected 3n the courſe of his lite, 
but is oftener bequeathed to. his ſon, or the 


inheritor of his plantation—and hence we 


have a common ſaying among our beſt far- 
mers, « that a ſon ſhould always begin 
where 
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where the father left off, ”—that is, he ſhould 
begin his 1 improvements by building a com- 
modious dwelling-houſe, ſuited to the im- 
provement and value of the plantation, &c. 
« I have only to add, ſays this author, 
upon this ſubje&t, that the emigrants from 
Pennſylvania always travel to the ſouthward. 
The ſoil and climate of the weftern parts of 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, and 
Georgna, afford a more eaſy ſupport to lazy 
farmers than the ſtubborn but more durable 
ſoil of Pennſylvania. Here our ground re- 
quires deep and repeated ploughing to ren- 
der it fruitful ; zhere ſcratching the ground 
once or twice affords tolerable crops. In 
Pennſylvania, the length and coldneſs of the | 
winter, makes it neceſſary for the farmers 
to beſtow a large ſhare of their labour in 
providing for, and feeding their cattle; but 
in the ſouthern ſtates, cattle find paſture 
during the greateſt part of the winter, in the 
fields or woods. For theſe reaſons, the 
. greateſt part of the weſtern countries of the 
ſtates that have been mentioned, are ſettled 
by original inhabitants of Pennſylvania.— 
During the late war, the militia of Orange- | 
County in North Carolina were enrolled, 
"RR and 
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and their number amounted to 3500, every 
man of whom had migrated from Pennſy]- 
vania, From this you will ſee, that our ſtate 
(Pennſylvania) is the great out-port of the 
United States for Europeans; and that after 
performing the office of a fieve, by detaining 
all thoſe poeple who poſſeſs the ſtamina of 
induſtry and virtue, it allows a paſſage to 
the reſt, to thoſe ſtares, which are accom- 
modated to their habits of 1ndolence and 
Thus far this writer. I ſhall now briefly 
ſhew what Europeans may expect by emi- 
_ grating to the Carolinas, that the ſufferings 
and inconveniences ariſing from the climate 
of the country will mo e than over-balance 
any advantage they may gain. Dr. Ladd, 
an American poet, has given us a proſpect 
of South Carolina, inthe month of July, in 
the following poetical dreſs : 


LO! wrapt in ſunſhine, all divinely bright, 
Fair CAROLINA riſes to the ſight ; 
_ Here the hz? ſun, with fierce effulgent ray, 
Darts from his orb intzlerable day : 
Unlike the northern beam, his fervid glow 
Pays fiercer courtſhip to the ſtreams below ; 
Hence from each ſtagnant pool thick vapours riſe, 
| Curl to the clouds, and blacken in the ſkies ; 


On 
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On ſuch dire fogs Death rides with murky wing, 

| And here thy woes, O Carolina, ſpring ! 
When vertic ſun-beams wrap the mountain heads, 
And the red Dog-ſtar's curſed venom ſpreads, 
Then ſmoke the hills ; for from the marſhes round, 
The curling fog invades the higher ground, 
Unbleſs'd is he who in this luckleſs hour, 

| By dread experience proves its deathful pow'r. 


But what raſh man, celeſtial Muſes, ſay, 

Bends o'er yon miſt-clad marſh his dang'rous way? 

O ſtay, fond youth !—no living wight can bear 

'The deadly influence of impoiſon'd air 

Stay while thy frame the rigid fibres brace, 

And vermeil Health ſports lovely in thy face ; 

Stay ere Phobera * thro' thy circling veins, 

Spread the dire preJude to more fatal pains : 

For know, dear youth, o'er yon drear marſhes glide 
The miſts envenom'd miaſmata + ride ; 

If in thy veins hey taint the gen'rous blood, 

Fair Health, adieu and  ev'ry earthly good. 


Henos comes dire Tankan, Carolina's bane, 
And all the * .aggard 'amily of Pain: 
'The van pale Horror leads, and Anguiſh blind ; 
Infernal Megrim follows cloſe beyond. 
Taſte not the air, for death is in the breeze, 
And the whole hydra of abhorr'd diſeaſe, 


From certain knowledge I can teſtify to 
the truth of the Dottor's deſcription, and 
Ea that 
* The Harbingers of Diſeaſe, 
+ The Seeds of Diſcaſes. 
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that he has not given it too high a colour- 
ing. It 1s really a dreadful climate! I was 
at Charleſtown on the iſt of Auguſt, 1785 ; 
the weather at that time was remarkably 
hot; for Farenheit's thermometer ſtood at 
1105 degrees. At this fatal ſeaſon of the 
_ year, the ſhip GzorGce, Captain W. Mil- 
kelly, in ten weeks from Belfaſt, arrived 
with 227 paſſengers on board. As theſe 
people had never breathed in ſo warm an 

atmoſphere before, a conſiderable number 
of them fell ſick; and, in the courſe of one 
week fifty of thoſe unfortunate emigrants 
were conſigned to the filent manfions of the 
dead. A young gentleman, who came paſ-_ 
ſenger in the ſhip, was ſo alarmed at the 
event, that, without delay, he took his de- 
parture from Charleſtown, on board a veſlel 
bound to Philadelphia, and from thence re- 
turned to his native country ; without the 
| leaſt defire of ſeeing, or knowing any thing 
more of- the American continent. 

It 1s certainly too little known, what a 
grave the ſouthern provinces were for-_ 
merly to Europeans, Multitudes emigrated 
annually, and the greater part ſoon died 
and were forgotten; while their mother- 

country 
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country did not perceive its loſs, Within 
theſe laſt thirty years, there have been 
more emigrants from Ireland and Scotland 
| than from England. A few years before 
the late revolution, I remember the emi- 
gration, nearly at one time, of a dozen 
Engliſh families to the Carolinas ; they 
were all in the prime of life, very likely 
people, and ſanguine in their expeCations 
of making a great landed intereſt—but, 
alas ! in about five years moſt of them were 
| dead, and in leſs than ten, they were all 
EXTINCT ! Tt would fill a volume to re- 
late the many diſmal ſcenes of ſickneſs and 
mortality, of which it may be truly ſaid, 


== « "The dead man's knell 

«« Is there ſcarce aſk'd, for whom : and good men's liyes, 
_ «« Expire before the flowers in their caps ; 

*« Dying or er they ſicken.'—— 


But let us finiſh this digreſſion, and return 
to the Dottor's pamphlet, © Bad examples 
to youth,” ſays he, © are more rare in Ame- 
Tica.” This we can by no means allow :— 
there is leſs induſtry; and from that circum- 
ſtance alone, I ſhould be apt to infer, that 
youth muſt ſee more vice, In the greateſt | 

| | part 
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part of America which I have travelled 
through, I have always obſerved the chil- 
dren of the poor negleCted in the article of 
common education ; and that even ſome 
parents, in good circumſtances, had no op- 
portunity of educating their children, for 
want of {choolmaſters of ability : This can- 
not be denied ; and it may alſo be added, 


that if the poor put their children to learn 


trades, it was ſeldom they learnt them to 
any degree of perfection. The maſter tradeſ- 


men in America always give the preference 


to what they call the old country work- 
men; and if any of theſe ſet up for them- 
ſelves, they will always advertiſe, and in- 
form the public, that they came from Eu- 
rope, it being a recommendation to them ; 


ſo that I muſt be bold to aver, that America 


is not the country for the children of the 
poor, either for good examples, to learn 


trades, or to acquire habits of induſtry, — 


However, the Door would perſuade us, 


that it is the land © for prety and religion ;* 


but having had ſome opportunity of ma- 


king an inveſtigation on this head, what I 


{hall deliver thereon, will be with the high- 


News- 


"XV 
New-England governments aþbear to have 
made ſome proviſion for religion, in every 
part of their country—that many of them 
are ſtri& obſervers of the ſabbath, and regu- 
lar in their attendance on the ordinances of 
the goſpel; but of late years, there 1s a very 
viſible decline among them from the fimpli- 
city and ſeverity of their fore-fathers.—The 
other governments or ſtates, averſe to: any 


eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, can neither boaſt 


of the power or form of godlineſs; ſome 


of them have ſcarce any religion at all. — 


Deſtitute of clergy, and places of worſhip, 
they are principally inſtrutted by a few very 


inconſiderable ſearies. Any one acquaint- 
_ ed with the preſent manners of the conti- 


nent, muſt know that great numbers of what 
are called the better ſort of people, hold 
religion in contempt—conſider 1t as merely 
of a political nature, neceflary for the good 


government of ſociety. You can ſcarcely 


meet with a regular-bred phyſician or law- 
yer, who will not, to his intimate compa- 


nions, profeſs himſelf a deiſt. Such is the 


preſent prevalence of infidelity, and ſuch 
the rage for the peruſal of deiftical writers, 
that I am tempted to think, there will be a 
MM _ great 


(8. } 


great decreaſe of regular learned divines 
among them, notwithſtanding the late efforts 
for the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy : Many 
of thoſe already ordained, have been lay 
teachers, taken from the Methodiſt Society, 
The tranſlator of the Marquis De Chalſtel- 
lux's travels will confirm my 1deas, relative 
| to the increaſe of derſm. In one of his 
notes, page 197, he ſays—* The truth is, 
* that the prevalent religion of the principal 


_ 


* inhabitants in America, and particularly 


* to the ſouthward, is pure derſm, called by 


1 


the name of philoſophy in Europe; a ſpirit 
* which has contributed in no ſmall degree 
© to the revolution, and produced their un- 
fettered conſtitutions and toleration.” 
| Among the prolelytes to free-thinking, 
who have diſgraced America, muſt be 
reckoned the famous Ethan Allen; a man 
whole turbulence of temper made a conſl1- 
derable noiſe at the beginning of the Jate 
conteſt. He was then an enthuſiaſt, and 
ſummoned the garriſon of Ticonderoga 
to ſurrender, * in the name of the Lord 
Jehovah and the Continental Congrels.'— 
Being afterwards taken priſoner by the 
Britiſh, he gave the world a doleful HIEAry 
0 


6c 


014. 87-1 
of his captivity : Since that, he has been 
chiefly employed in eretting a new govern- 


ment, called © the State of Vermont,” in oPp- 
poſition to the claims of New-York and' 


other ſtates, and in writing his © Oracles of 


Reaſon,” with the evident deſign of ſubvert- 
ing all divine revelation—A bleſſed father 
and inſtruQor truly, for a new ſettlement, 
which muſt have greatly improved in all 
moral and political happineſs, under the 
example and guidance of ſo IN 3 a 
luminary ! | 

In compoſing this 1 impious work, he tells 


us, © he only uſed the bible and dictionary, 


and invariably endeavoured to make reaſon 


his guide,” though 1t 1s well known that the 
_ greateſt part of it was pilfered from the WI1- 


tings of a European deiſt. 
Nothing can exceed the freedom with 
which this daring man has treated the moſt. 


aweful and important ſubjeQs. Moſes, the 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles, are conſidered as_ 


impoſtors, and the authenticity of the facred 
{(criptures denied in the moſt expreſs terms. 
The feelings of every pious mind would be 
hurt at the raſhneſs and Ignorance of this 


pretender. I ſhall ſele& one inſtance, among 
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an hundred that might be produced, of his 
total inability for criticiſm in biblical know- 
ledge, © Moſes,” ſays he, © in his laſt 


chapter of Deuteronomy, crowns his hif- 
tory with the particular account of his 


own death and burial. —-So Moſes, the 


ſervant of the Lord died there, in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the 
Lord, and he buried him 1n a valley in the 
land of Moab, over againſt Beth Peor; 
but no man knew of his ſepulchre unto 
this day; and Moſes was an hundred and 
twenty years old when he died ; his eyes 
were not dim, nor his natural force abated: 
and the children of 1ſrael wept for Moles 
in the plains of Moab thirty days. 


** This is the only hiſtorian,” ſays Allen, 


"| 


in the circle of my reading, who has ever 
given the public a particular account of 
his own death, and how old he was at 
that deciſive period, where he died, who 
buried him, and where he was buried, and 
withal of the number of days his friends 
and acquaintances mourned and wept tor 


* him. I muſt confeſs, I do not expett to 
be able to adviſe the public of the term 


of my life, nor the circumſtances of my 
« death 


( 8g ) 
« death and burial, nor the days of the 
« weeping or laughing of my ſurvivors.” — 
Had this ſelf-taught opinionated man been 
converſant with the languages in which the 


ſcriptures were written, or with the. commen- 
| tators on the books of Moſes, he would not 
| have made thus free with the ſacred text. 


« A little learning is a dangerous thing,” and 


yet a little learning would have taught him 


that the laſt chapter of Deuteronomy was not 
written by Moſes, but by Joſhua his ſucceſ- 
ſor; for in the original Hebrew manuſcripts, 
the diviſions of the books, chapters, and 
verſes, were not as we read them in our Eng- 


liſh bibles; the preſent form or diviſion of 


the bible hath been thework of modern times, 
Many religious and reſpe&able ſocieties in_ 
England, have been deſirous to make ſome 
efforts for the civilization and inſtruction of 


the Indians; but here we ſee, in the internal 


part of the continent, among the green 
mountains, the principles of infidelity diſle- 
minated by an American, and the pious 
labours of good men ridiculed and deſpiſed. 

I ſhall take my leave of Allen, with a 
poetical deſcription of his perſon and morals: 


« ALLEN, 
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' « ALLEN, eſcap'd from Britiſh jails, 


His tuſhes broke by biting nails, - 
Deſcends from hyperborean ſkies, 
To tell the world—rhe Bible lies. 
See him on Green Hills; north afar, 


Glow, like a ſelf-inkindled ſtar, 


Prepar'd with mob-colleQiing club, 
Black from the forge of Belzebub, 
And grim with metaphyſic ſcowl, 


With quill juſt pluck'd from wing of owl, 


As rage or reaſon, riſe or ſink, 


To ſhed his blood, -or ſhed his ink ; 
Ere yet he goes to Suſquehannah, _ 


'To head new mobs, and feed with manna ; 


And teach the Pennſylvania quaker 

High blaſphemies againſt his Maker. 
Behold him move, ye ſtaunch divines ! 
His tall brow buſtling through the pines 


Like ſome old Sachem from his den, 


He treads once more the haunts of men. 
All front, he ſcems like wall of braſs, 
And brays tremendous like an aſs; 
One hand is clench'd to batter noſes, 


While t'other ſcrawls *gainſt Paul and Moſes.” 


But though Allen is the firſt who has the 
honour to write againſt divine revelation, on 
the American continent, yet there are others 
far more eminent than he has ever been, 

who have avowed ſimilar ſentiments. 
| has been more than whiſpered, that even 
Dr. Franklin himſelf was not averſe to mo- 


It 
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 dern free-thinking ; and that in his convers- 
ſation with ſome intimates, the miracles of 
the Old Teſtament have frequently employ- 
ed the ſallies of his wit and humour. 
This, however, 1s certain, that while he 
was employed in France, an American com- 
millroner, 1n a letter to Preſident Lawrens, 
charged him with deiſm ; and that this let- 
ter was read or communicated to Congreſs, 
—In private life this philoſopher was not 
exempted from the little imperfeCtions and 
weakneſles of human nature : irregular in 
his addreſſes to the Cyprian goddeſs, the 
legal partner of his bed complained of in- 
fidelities. It is well known, he had miſ- 
trefſes plenty ; and there are ſeveral living 
teſtimonies of his licentious amours.——A 
gentleman of Philadelphia, who was very 
intimate with him, has frequently told the 
following anecdote: that walking ſome years 
fince in an afternoon, near the dottor's 
houſe, he perceived a quarrel between two 
females before his door. On approaching 
nearer, he found that one of them was the 
doftor's houſekeeper, and the other a come-. 
ly waſherwoman, who had been alſo honour- 
ed with his intimate acquaintance: the one 
Was 
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was in place, the other caſkiered; and there- 
fore it could be no wonder they had no 
oreat eſteem for each other. The conteſt 
was ſharp both in words and blows; the 
ftreets re-echoed with their ſhrieks, and their 
caps flew in pieces; while the Dottor, from 
a window, beheld the battle, and laughed 
molt heartily.——Nemo mortaluum omnibus. 
hors ſapit ; and philoſophers have their 
frailties like other men. 

In converſe with his friends and acquain- 
tance, the Doctor was affable and obliging, 
and frequently indulged himſelf in relating 
entertaining and laughable anecdotes, which 
were not loſt for want of gathering. Poſ- 
ſeffing firong mental abilities, a colleQion 
of his common ſayings would form an in- 
tellectual banquet : his letters to his corre- 
ſpondents were full of them; and in theſe 
inftrutive compoſitions, his pithy apho- 
riſms appeared © hike apples of gold 1 In PIC- 
tures of ſilver.” 

Several years before his death, he was af- 
flited with the gravel; but in the beginning 
of April, 1790, he was ſeized with a feve- 
rifh indiſpoſition, without any particular 
Reems attending it, till the third and 
fourth 


Oo ? 


fourth day, when he complained of a pain 
in his left breaſt; which increaſed, till it be- 

_ came extremely acute, attended with a cough 
and laborious breathing. In this way he 
_ continued t1l] the 17th, when, with reſigna- 
tion to the divine will, he took his leave of 

this tranſient ſtate of exiſtence, aged 85. 
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| The following is an ephgk. written by 
himſelf, long before his death ; 


The BODY 
ant 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, printer, 
' Like the cover of an old book, 
Its contents worn out, 
And ftripped of its lettering and gilding, 
Lies here, food for the worms ; 
Yet the work ſhall not be loſt, 
For it ſhall (as he believed)appear oncemore, 
In a new 
And moſt beautiful edition, 
correfted and reviſed 


By the Author. 
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